UA77/1 WKU Spirit by WKU Alumni Relations
Western Kentucky University 
TopSCHOLAR® 
WKU Archives Records WKU Archives 
Fall 2012 
UA77/1 WKU Spirit 
WKU Alumni Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records 
 Part of the Higher Education Administration Commons, Journalism Studies Commons, Leadership 
Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, Organizational Communication Commons, Public 
Relations and Advertising Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons 
This Magazine is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
WKU Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact 
topscholar@wku.edu. 

Through the Lens 
Through The Lens 
1----- Presidenl's Letter 
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s you know, for the last 15 years we have been abm1t 
the business of transforming WKU into ''a leadi ng 
American university with international reach." Perhap~ 
the most telling validation that we are getting there is 
the number of WKU students competing for and winning pres-
tigious national and international scholarships. 
T h is year, 27 WKU students have received 28 nationally com-
petitive scholarship awards. Leading the way are two Fulbright 
winners who will study in Mexico and China and o ne Fulbright 
Summer Institute winner. Other awards include two National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships; a Harry S. 
Truman award; three Barry M. Coldwater scholarships and one 
honorable mention; two Morris K. Udall honorable mentions; 
a TALK (Teach and Learn in Korea) scholarship; three Critical 
Language Scholarships; two SMART (Science, Mathematics 
and Research for Transformation) scholarships; and a record 
seven Benjamin A. Cilman International Scholarships1 \Y/e also 
had our first Boren Scholarship for International Study award 
winner. You can read about these individual students and details 
about each award on page IO in the Campus News section of 
this issue of WKU SPIRlT 
WKU has become a destination point for high-achieving stu-
dents. Through the WKU H onors College, the Catton Acad-
emy o f Mathematics and Science in Kentucky and The 
Center for Cifted Studies at WKU, we are creating the intel-
lectual heartbeat of Kentucky. As the quality of our students 
improves, so too does the value of a WKU degree-yours and 
mine! The research and scholarly activities of these outstand-
ing students are bringing national attention to WKU and 
earning us a reputation for hi gh quality and academic 
strength. I couldn't be prouder of these students-of all of our 
students. These are tomorrow's leaders and the foundation 
upon wh ich W KU is fa~t achieving our vision to indeed be "a 
leading American university with internat ional reach." 
This certainly deserves a wave of the Red Towel and a shout 
of "Co Tops!" 
(\ 
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China 2013 
Please join 
Dr. Bill Scott 
and The Symphony 
at WKU fo r a 
concert tour of China 
May l 2 -26, 20 l 3 
Join Dr. Scott, faculty, friends and alumni 
a~ we tour Beiji ng, Shanghai, 13aoding and 
Xian with WK Li's Orchestra . 
H ighligh ts will include Symphony performances 
at three partner univer~ities, a ride to Shanghai 
on the hullct train, and visits to the Great \Xfall, 
the Terra Cotta Museum and much more. 
Space is limited. For details please coJ1tact 
fracy.morriso11@wk11.edu or 270-745-3 606 
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This is the comment we often hear from friends of WKU when 
they make gifts to assist students and faculty. 
There are many w ays an individual, through proper planning, 
can have a tremendous impact on the life of WKU. You are in-
vited to join hundreds of others as members of WKU's Society 
of 1906 through inclusion of WKU in your will or as a beneficiary 
of a trust, gift annuity, retirement plan or life insurance policy. 
Please visit WKU's new planned giving website 
(www.wku.edu/plannedgiving) to learn more on topics like 
Best Assets for Giving, Gifts that Pay You Income, Gifts from 
Estate Plans or to receive free booklets to help you i.n all facets 
of gift planning. 
Recognition society for those who 
include WKU i11 their gift pln11ni11g 
To learn more about plam,ed gzft., or otlier ways to support IJOUr favorite 
WKU program, co11tact our planned grvmg office at 888-9.58-2586 (WKll-AL UM). 
II 
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WKU HOMECOMING * OCTOBER 13-20, 2012 
On the Cover 
WKU salutes swimmer Claire Donahue (' 11 ) , who struck Olympic 
gold on Aug. '-' as Team USA claimed the prize in the finals of the 
1x100 medley relay of the Summer Olympics! 
I .,,/ O lympics 
/ /. 
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made history on Aug. 4, becoming the first WKU 
Olympic athlete to ever claim a gold medal at the Summer Olympics, as Team 
USA claimed that prize in the finals of the 4x I 00 medley relay at the Aquatics 
Centre in London. 
Donahue, who ~warn in the butterfly leg, helped guide Team USA to the 
finals by turning in a fourth-place finish on Aug. 3, posting a time of 58.05 
seconds in her part of the race and keeping keeping Team USA in the tourth-
placc position heading into the finals. 
O lympics 
Hilltoppers 
Go the Gold 
. I< 
>, _ Sme//ie 
and his Canadian 
4x I 90 relay team 
fin ished the ir 
Olympic run in gut-
wre nch ing fashi on 
Aug. 10. Afte r a 
bronze-medal fi 11 • 
i~h, the team was 
d isqualified . 
Canada crossed the line thi rd beh ind world-record 
gold medalist Jamaica and a nationa l record-setting USA 
relay, but a lane violation was called post-race, resulting 
in Canada's disqual ification. The Canadian relay team en-
tered the finals seeded third at 38.05 seconds and appeared 
to hold seed with a 38.07 showing during finals. 
V 
represented hi s 
native Es tonia at 
the 20 12 Lo ndon 
Olympic Games in 
the shot put. 
Toompuu placed 
30th out of 37 com-
petitors during the 
Aug. 3 ~hot put qual-
ifying round at the 20 12 Lo ndo n O lympic Cames. He 
tossed nearly identica l marks in his firs t two qualifying 
throws, reaching the 18.87 and 18.91 meters, respectively. 
.. 
coached Kendrick Farris, the only 
male weightlifter for the U.S in the London O lympics. 
Pierce, who serves as a Prokssor in the Department of Ki-
nesiology and Health Science at LSU-Shreveport and Di-
rector of the USA Weightlifting Development Center at 
LSLIS, lettered in Football during his t ime o n the H il l. 
Pierce ha, trained Farri~ for more than 14 years as part of 
a free sports performance/weigh t lifting program he 
started for local kids in the Shreveport area . 
rarris competed in Croup B of the men's 85kg weight 
division and finished I 0th . 
This 111arks the fifth time WKU /Jas lm 11 represwted /Jy at least 
time at/Jlctes i11 the S11111111er Olympics. A record Jo11r I 111/toppm com-
/leted 111 the t 992 !James III Barcelo11a. T/1ree WKU athletes also com-
peted i11 the games 111 19 80 (Moscow), 19 84 (Los Angeles) mid 19 96 
(Atlanta). 
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Kentucky Museum 
Instruments hat <;hapcd 
American History 
I 
t's difficult to imagine what a typewriter, a skateboard, 
a telescope and a space suit could possibly have in com -
mon. Wh ile at first glance it is difficult to make a con-
nection, they are all part of a fascinating new collection 
that opens on Friday, Sept. 2 1 at the Kentucky Museum on 
the campus of WKU. Thi, new exhibit, called ln~truments 
of American Excellence, is the only one of its kind and is 
designed to educate and inspire. It features hundreds of orig-
inal items-the actual instruments that shaped American 
history-that successful Americans used on their paths to 
extraordinary achievements. 
In virtually eve1y field of study, many of the greale<.L 
American icons of our time have personally made generous 
contributions to this collection. 
The exhibit will be permanently housed at the Ken-
tucky Museum and will feature items from prominent fig-
ures from across America. For the music lover, there arc 
items used by Elvis Pre,\cy and Charlie Daniels; sports and 
entertainment connoisseurs will be delighted to see a skate-
board donated by Tony Hawk, one of Jack Nicklaus' gall 
clubs and a tennis racket from Chris Evert; and those inter-
ested in history and politics will appreciate Sandra Day O'-
Connor's personal copy of the U.S. Constitution. 
The brainch il d of Bowling Creen, Ky. , resident Dan 
Murph, this collection has become a reality after many 
months of hard work, research and requests. All items in the 
special collection were donated or loaned by the people to 
whom they belong, and the collection will continue to grow 
and evolve over time. 
"It is a testament to President Ransdell \ success as a 
leader that he was willing to embrace an out-of-the-box idea 
from someone he did not even know at the time," Murph 
said. "Once we collected a few incredible pieces and it was 
evident that the concept was going tO work, a small team 
was brought on board and the collection began growing at 
an impressive rate." 
The exhibit will debut with a ribbon culling ceremony and 
free tours on Sept. 2 1 at 1 p.m. The public is invited to attend. 
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The exhibit marks 
the beginning of a new 
era at the Kentucky Mu-
seum, which welcome<; 
more than 50,000 visitors 
every year. The Museum 
is currently !.eeking accreditation by the American Asso-
ciation ol Museum~, and the Museum staff is also working 
toward affi liations with other local and national museums, 
which will provide additional benefits for its members 
I.earn more about the Instruments of American Ex-
cellence exhi bit and membership at the Kentucky Mu-
seum at 1vww.inslrumentsofnmericn,iexcellence.co111. 
INSTRUMENTS OF 
AMERICAN EXCELLENCE 
AN EXHIBIT AT TH E KEN T UCKY MUSEUM 
Opening FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2012. Ribbon-cutting at 1pm 
J!J WK\J~ Kentucky Museum 
Western Kentucky University, 1400 Kentucky St., Bowling Green, KY 42101 
(270) 745-2592 • www.wku.edu/museum 
Visit us online at INSTRUMENTSOFAM ERICANEXCELLENCE.COM 
Campus News 
WKU students shine when it 
comes to national scholarships 
WKU students have achieved 
extraordinary success in earni ng 
some of the most prestig io us na-
tio na l scholarships in 20 12. 
For the sixth year in a row, WKU 
student~ have been awarded Fulbrig h t 
grants to spend a year studying and 
working abroad. May 20 12 graduates 
Mario Ng uyen and Alyssa Surina are 
the latest recipie n ts. Nguyen, of Dal-
las, Texas, has been awarded the Ful-
bright-Cardas Robles 13ina tional 
Business Grant to Mexico, which is a 
specialized grant t hat places recipi-
e n ts in intern;.h ips with Mex ican 
businesses or non-governmenta l or-
gan izations wh ile enrolling them in Ml3A programs at a 
local un iversity. The program offers g rantees full support 
incl uding travel to and from Mexico, un iversity tu ition and 
a monthly stipend to cover living expenses. Surina, of Santa 
C la rita, Cali l. , has been awarded a Fulbright Research 
Gran t to study mathematics education in Xi'an, China. Su-
rina was a member of the WKU Chinese Flagship Program 
and studied in C hina three ti mes w hile a WKU student. 
She will continue her language educat ion at CET H arbin 
in C hina this summer. 
Sara h Fox of Russel lville, Ky., is 
the first WKU studen t selected by 
the US-U K Fulbright Comm ission to 
attend a Fulbright Summer ln~titute 
for Undergraduates. T he Summer In-
stitutes provide t he opportunity fo r 
American freshmen and sophomores 
to go to the United Kingdom on a 
three- to six-week academic and cultural summer program. 
Kevin Worthy of Corbin, Ky., is 
the first WKLI student to receive a 
Boren Scho lan,hip for International 
Study. T he ~cholarships are funded by 
the National Security Education Pro-
gram and provide up lo $20,000 for 
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CAMPUS 
U S undergraduate students to <;tudy abroad in areas of the 
world that are critical to U.S. interests and underrepresented 
in study abroad. Worthy will use the scholarship to spend 
a year studying Chinese language, political science and in-
ternational affairs, and completing an internship in Nanjing, 
C hi na. 
John Clark of Bowling Green, 
Ky., and Abby Rudolph of Louisville, 
Ky., earned ho norable mentions for 
the 2012 Morris K. Udal l scholarship 
competi t ion. The U dall foundation 
p rovides scholarships for srudents who 
have demonstrated commitment to a 
career related to the environment, tribal public policy or Na-
tive health care. This year the Udall 
Foundation recognized just 130 uni-
ver$ily students th rough this scholar-
ship program Clark will be 
conducting research in South Africa 
for the rest of the calendar year. 
Rudolph will con tinue her involve-
ment with environmental activism. 
Nicho las Wright of Berea , Ky., 
has been awarded a National Science 
Foundat ion Graduate Research Fel-
lowship. H is research has focused on 
solar energy, specifically working to 
construct nanoscalc carbon-based 
materials to produce cost-effective 
portable ~olar plastics. Recip ients of 
the NSF Graduate Research Fellowship receive an annua l 
~Li pend of $30,000 for up to th ree years and a co<;t-of-ed-
ucation allowance to offset tuition and fees. In the fa ll , 
Wright wil l attend Vanderbilt Un iversity to pursue a 
Ph.D. in c hemistry. 
Pa ul Fle ischma nn of Crestwood, Ky., a student at the 
Catton Academy, received a national scholarsh ip to study 
in Morocco this summer. Fleischman n received t he 
National Security Language Ini ti ative for Youth (NSLI-Y) 
scholarship, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, 
which offers scholarships for h igh-achieving high school 
students to learn critical languages in overseas immersion 
programs. Scholarship!> include all program fees, travel to 
and from the program site, housi ng and activity fees for 
~ix weeks. 
Cory D odds of Smithland, Ky., 
was ~elected as a finalist for the 
highly competitive Hany S. Tru-
man Scholarship. A junior in the 
Honors College at WKU, Dodds 
hope~ to work for Lhe U .S. D epart-
ment of Agriculture shaping rural 
development policies. Dodds was o ne of two Kentuckians 
named finalist<; for thi<; award. The Truman Scholarship, 
which is open to juniors dedicated to a career in public 
~erv ice, recognizes serv ice and leadership and provides 
fund ing for graduate education. 
For the second consecu tive year, 
the U .S. Department of State Critical 
Language Scholarship program has 
recognized three WKU students. J .P. 
S tova ll of Owensboro, Ky, and Em-
me tt Ste p hens of Bowl ing G reen, 
Ky., were selected as winners, and Re -
becca Cen ter of Reynoldsburg, Ohio , 
was <.hmen as an al ternate for the ~cholar~hip. The schol-
arship includes round-trip a irfare , living expenses and tu-
ition for programs throughout the world in which student,; 
~Ludy the fore ign language intensively and experience the 
c ulture first-hand. Stovall is a sen ior in the Honors College 
and a member of the Chinese Flagship Program. T his is 
Stovall 's second C ritical Language Scholarship and he 
plans Lo study Chinese. Stephens is a senior and wa~ 
awarded a CLS to study Arabic during the summer months. 
He has declined his award in order to attend the Marine 
Corps' Officer Candidate School. Center, a sophomore in 
the Honors College at WKU and a memher of the Chinese 
Flag~hip program, was selected as an alternate. 
David Sekora, a Catton Academy student from 
Franklin , Ky., i~ the recipient of- the 20 12 National Merit 
John 1\1. Stalnaker 1\lemoria l Scholarship The award is a 
four-year scholarship unden"ritten by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation as a tribute to its tounding pres-
ident and chief executive officer. 
Campus News 
Since 2006, WKU has led the state in recognition by 
t he Barry M. Coldwater Scholarship and Excellence in 
Educatio n Program. This year, WKU placed among the 
top producers of Coldwater Scholars in the nation 
Charles "Chadd" Coomer of Louisv ille, Ky., M ichael 
Crocke r of Bowling G reen, Ky. , a nd Cla rice Esch of 
Some rset, Ky., received scholarships to continue original 
research. Lukas Missik of Danville, Ky., received an Hon-
orable Mention in the national competition. Universities 
may nom inate up to four students each year. Coldwater 
Scho lars are selected based on their academic perform -
ance and poten t ia l f-or a research career. 
Gatton Academy named 
top high school in U.S. 
GATTON 
ACADEMY 
In only its fifth year, the Catton Academy of 
Mathematics and Science in Kentucky at W KU has 
been named the nation's top high school. 
The Catton Academy, which opened in 2007 and 
is funded by the Kentucky General Assembly, is the 
Commonwealth's only state-supported residential h igh 
school with an emphasis in math and scie nce. In the 
May 28 issue of Newsweek magazine, Catton topped the 
list of America's Best High Schools 2012. The list, in 
whic h Catton fin ished fif lh in 20 I 1, recognized 1,000 
schools from across the U.S. 
An additional honor came from the Washington 
Post , which named Catton to its list of top-performing 
schools with e lite students for the fourth consecutive 
year. For 20 12, the Catton Academy is among the na-
tion's 22 most distinguished high schools, including 
many with emphases in science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics. 
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Campus Ncwc; 
Chuck Clark ('83) named 
director of WKU 
Student Publications 
A veteran journalist rook over a~ 
Director of Student Publications at 
WKU o n July I . Charlcc, "Chuck" 
Clark, f onner Managing Editor of The 
Bin11i11ghm11 News, succeeded Bob 
Adams, who retired after 44 years at 
W KU. The Office of Student Publica-
tions is home co the College Heights Her-
ald, wkuherald .com and the To/is111m1. 
Clark has journalism and man-
agement experience at all levels. Be-
fo re jo ining The l3ir111i11ghr1111 News a<, 
Assista nt Managing Editor in 2006, 
he was City Editor, ational/Foreign 
Editor and News Ed ito r ac the Or-
lando Sentinel from 200 1-2006. He 
also has been an editor at Tl,e T,,d, -
anapolis Star, The Co11rier-Jo11mal. The 
Charlotte Observer and The Tennessean. 
He started as reporter at The Gle1111er 
in H enderson, Ky., after graduating 
from WKU in 1983 then moving to 
The Evansville Courier and the S1111-Sen-
tinel in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
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Health Sciences Complex wiJl house 
Nursing, Physical Therapy prog~ams 
The Medical Center-WKU I lcalth Sciences Complex, a 73,471-<;quarc-
foot , three-srory facility, I'> under construction on the c:ampu'> ol The:\ lcdical 
Center al 13owl111g Green al a co~l of $ 18.4 million . In <,upport of WKU, The 
Medical Center and it'> parent company, Commonwcalth I lcalth Corp., i<; 
con<,lructing the new ~ac1lity to house the Univer'>1ty\ ursing and Phy.,ical 
Therapy program<, and LO provide educational space lor the ho'>pital. 
The projcc..l will address the nat ional nur<,ing shortage by providing much-
needed <,pace for WKU to expand its program and double the number ol stu-
dent<; who can enroll in the University'c, Nur<,111g program. Eighty percent of 
the faci lity will he used by WKU to acrn111111odate assembly, training, class-
room and bu'>llless functions for WKU. The remai111ng 20 percent will be uc;ed 
by The Med ical Center for an auditorium and bed lahc, for clinical train ing. 
The ,\kdical Ccntc1 will issue bonds to pay for construction . WKU will 
lease the faul11y from The led1cal Center for 25 yearc,, income from which 
will he u~cd toward dch t <,ervice and opcrZtli ng cxpcn<,es . 
The facility will be located at 700 fir<,\ Ave. on the edge of the ho<,pital'-, 
campus thar border-, U S. 31-W Hypass. It 1<, projected that the project will be 
completed hy the 20 13 foll semc'-lcr al WKU. 
Markham receives national award 
for leadership in civic engagement 
Paul /\lark.ham, Co-D,rcctor of the Institute fo, Citizcnc,hip and Social 
Responsibility at WKU, has received national rcwgnition tor his lcadcr.,hip 
in civic engagement. 
I), ~ lark ham received the 2012 lohn Saltmar'>h Award frn [merging Lead-
ers in Civic Engagement in June at the American Democracy Project Confer-
ence in San Antonio, Texas. The award 1<, given in recognition of exc111pla1y 
early-career leaders who arc advanung the wider civic engagement movement 
through higher education to huild a broader public culture of democracy. 
Camf')Lt'> ew<, 
Stewart named WKU D1n.ctor o f Athletics 
Todd Stewart, a 111cmhe1 of WKU's senior athletic <,taff for the last 
four years and 25-year veteran of collegiate and professional sport<,, ha~ been 
named WKU's Director ot Athletic<, after serving in the role on an intern,, 
basis since i\larc.h 22 , the llnivcr<,ily announced in .t-..lay 
Stewart bring<, a wide range of experience on many different levels to 
the role, including nearly two year, <1c, WKU's Senior Associate Athletic Di -
rector, more than two year<, as WKU\ Associate Athlct1C Direcwr for Com-
municattons and :--1cd1a Rclation'>, more than thrce yearc, ac, Associate 
C:ommic,c,ioncr lor Communicationc, al the Sun Belt Conft:rcnce and 15 years 
of communicationc, and media relations experience with two franchic,es in the 
l\:ational ~ootball League. 
A11 1 9 WKU athletic teams evr~ed 
1(' \ A ouired 925 APR score Each of 
WKU's 19 athletic reams exceeded thc CAA-mandated 
925 Academic Progrcc,<, Rate (APR) <,rnre through the 
20 I 0-20 1 I academic. year. 
All of WKU's athletic teamc, have been above the 925 
thrcc,hold every year <;1nce the 'CAA began trac.k1ng 
APR, which 1<, a real-time mca<,ure of eligibility and re-
lcnlron of sludenl-athletes competing on cve,y D ivision 
I c,pcms team. The most recent APR scores arc an average 
ol the last lour academic year'>. 
\XIKU 1<, one of eight Sun Belt Confe1ence schools to 
be ahove the 925 figure Ill all c,ports in the most recenc 
NCAA rclcac,c. WKU's Volleyball program earned a per-
fect 1,000 APR ,core through 20I0-2011 and is one of I 0 
Sun Belt Conference teamc, to record a ped<.'ct score. 
WKU joins the Un iversity of Kentucky, Morehead 
State Univcr<,1tv and 1\lurray State Univcr<,1ty as the only 
schools in the Commonwealth ol Kcncucky to ,cc all of 
it, lea ms exceed 925. 
The Division I Board of Di rec. tor<, <,et c,wrec, of 925 
and 900 a<, thrcc,hold., for teamc, to meet or fac.e possible 
immediate and h ic,torical <,anctions. An APR of 925 cur-
rently predicts an approximately 50 percem C.raduat,on 
Succe.,, Rate (GSR), and an APR of 900 currently predict<, 
an approxima te ly 40 percent CSR. Program<, falling 
below the 925 benchmark. lace penalties such a<, practice 
ltme reduction, c,cholarsh1r reduction and po<,c,1hle poc,t-
~cason ham. 
The cumulative GPA of all 385 WKU ,tudent-ath 
letes i~ 3.05, and more than 200 studcnt-athletc<,- 54 per-
cent- arc maintaining a CPA of 3.0 or higher. l:leven of 
WKU'<. 1 5 <,port programc, hold a c.umulative team GPA 
of 3.0 or better, and five arc at or above 3.4 as a team. A 
total of 120 stude nt athlete~ have graduated in the la,t 
calendar year, w,th 46 h111.,h111g their degrees in Decem 
her of 20 I I and 74 otherc, in J\lay of 20 12. Each of 
WKU\ 19 sport<, ic, reprc,ented among the 120 c,tudcnl-
athletes 
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Campus News 
3 students receive awards in 
Hearst program's national championships 
Three WKU qudents finished 
among the top three nationa lly in 
the finale, of the 52nd annual Hear~t 
Journalism Awards Program. 
Brynn Anderson of Bowling 
Green, Ky., and Armando Sanchez 
of Clovic,, Calif., fin ished second and 
third, respectively, in the National 
Photojournali~m Championship 
while Zack Conkle of Louisvi lle, 
Ky., finished second in the National 
Multimedia Champion~hip. Ander-
son and Conkle received $4,000 
scholarships; Sanchez received a 
$3,000 scholarship. 
In awards selected from semifinal 
portfo lios, Sanchez received a 
$ 1,000 award for Best Single Photo-
graph and Anderson received a 
$1 ,000 award for Best Photo Story. 
C hristian Randolph of Oxnard, 
Calil , received a $1,500 scholarship 
as a national r,hoto finalist. 
WKU's School of Journali sm & 
Broadcasting finished fourth in the 
Hearst program's 20I 1-20 12 Overall 
Intercollegiate Competi tion , the 
school's 19th consecutive fin ish in 
the top eight nationally WKU won 
the Intercollegiate Photojournalism 
Competition for the founh consecu-
t ive yea r and 20L11 time in 23 years 
and also won the Intercollegiate 
Multi media Championship. 
WKU, USDA-ARS open greenhouse facility at 
national research lab. The opening of a new green-
house/headhouse fac il ity at the WKU Farm will 
strengthen a research partnership between WKU and the 
USDA Agricultu ral Research Service. 
The WKU/ARS cooperative research is solution-ori -
ented, nor regulato1y, and seeks to help farmers meet state 
and federal regulatory guidelines in an environmentally 
sound and cost -effective manner. 
A 4,079-square-foot, $2 .6 million facility is part of a 
national laboratory/office complex housing the USDA-
ARS Animal Waste Management Unit. A ribbon cutting 
ceremony was held in April. 
The Animal Waste Management Unit, part of the 
USDA-ARS Mid South Area, has grown from one ARS 
scientist in 2000 to six research scientists and IO support 
personnel working in cooperation with eight WKU sci-
entists on experiments for developing best management 
practices to utilize animal waste. 
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The greenhouse/headhouse facility will enhance lhc cut-
ting-edge research under way at the USDA-ARS unit, said Dr. 
Karamal Sistani, research leader at the Bowling Green complex. 
Chad Aull ('04) 
Assistant to Kentucky 
Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson 
C
had Aull found hi~ love fo,r the political 
process whi le attendi ng WKU. ''As an Agri-
culiure Education major, I saw first-hand how 
both fields were affected by government 
policie~," he ~lated . "The more governmen t rolicie~ I 
learned aboul in my classes al WKU, the more I wanted 
to play a role in the decision-making process." Aull 
serves as Assistant to Kentucky Lt. Cov. Jerry Abramson. 
Hi" many re~pon~ibili lie~ include communicating with 
legislators, county judge executives, mayors and other 
elected officials and working o n various policy initia-
tive,, a, well a~ constituent a Hairs. Au ll al~o manages the 
Lieutenant Governor's social media outreach and coor-
dinates special projects such as the Kentucky Employees 
Charitable Campaign (KECC). He spends a great 
amount of hi-; time working on Cov. Steve He~hear\ Blue 
Ribbon Commission on Tax Reform. 
Aull began his path in government relations by be-
coming active in numerous organizations on campus. He 
served as President of the College Democrah, Farm 
House Fraternity and the Inter-Fraternity Council (lFC). 
1 le al,o ,crvcd as Creek Week Chairman in 2003 and re-
ceived the Charley Pride Spirit Award in 2004. "As presi -
dent ol my fraternity, I learned that it was much ea~ier to 
accompli,h something if I received support from my offi-
cer team and the lratcrnity members," he said. "As I FC 
president, I often had to work with other Creek leader, 
on campus to meet a deadline for a projeLt. In order to be 
successful a, a team, it was es~ential to manage our time, 
Capitol Spotlight 
work as a unil and get along under pressure." Aull credits 
these experiences with providing hi1n the skill set to 
work in state government. 
Prior lo joining Lt Cov. Abramson\ staff, Au ll 
served as Deputy Ch ief of Staff in the State Treasurer's 
Office. "Working in the State Treasurer's Office afforded 
me the opportunity to travel the Commonwealth and 
meet with various interest groups to he lp improve ou r 
state," he said . "This soli dified my interest in working to 
improve the lives of Kentucky's citizens" Aull went on 
to work as l)irector of Constituent Service, for Cov. 
Steve Beshear and then Poli tical Director of the Ken-
tucky Democratic Party. 
Aull earned a BS in Agricu lture trom WKU in 
2004. He ~erve~ on the Start ing Cate Advi\ory Board 
in Lexington, a midd le school based after-school mentor 
and tutoring program. He is a member ot the Catholic 
Young Adults group and is a tee-ball coach for 4 and 5 
year-old~. He al~o volunteer, al the Catholic Action 
Center, a fai th -based outreach center that helps meet the 
needs of the underserved. Aull lives in Lexington, Ky. , 
with his wile, Marisa , and daughter, l~abella. 
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ROTC graduates establish scholarship as part of wedding plans 
When Brittany Rexi ng and Timathy Kloth hegan 
making plans for their May 26 wedd ing, they decided to 
use the ir special day to establish a ~cholarship that would 
benefit o the r WKU ROTC cadets. 
The members o f the Hilltopper Battalion, who g rad -
uated in May, henefited from scholars hips during their 
fo ur years at WKU. 
"It\ ahyays been nice to have those scho larships," 
Rexing said. "Money can be an issue for \ome cadets in 
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the program. So as we rossed around wedd ing ideas, in-
stead of having favors o n our tables, we decided to start 
a scholarship.'' 
Rexing and Kloth used the money they would have 
spent on wedding reception g ifts for their guest~ to \el up 
the $500 scholarship that will be presented each spring 
to an ROTC cade t. 
Their ideal recipient would he a cadet who posse\~cs 
the personal qualities of c haracter, integrity, dependabil -
ity, industriousness a nd human compassion. The first 
scho larship was presented r'vtay 3 to Micah Farmer, a 
sophomore ma joring in History from Upton, Ky. 
The couple, who me t during their first year in the 
ROTC program, were commissioned as second lieu-
te nants in the U.S. Army during WKU's Commencement 
Weekend May I 1- 12 and then prepared for their wedding 
in Nashville, Te nn They chose Nashville because it's lo-
cated between Rexing's family in Huntwille, Ala., and 
Kloth's fam ily in Delton , M ic h . 
"Thi\ is the o ne of lhe biggest times in our life ," Rex-
ing said . 
Their honeymoon will have LO wait , however, be-
cause on May 27 both shipped out for separate locations. 
Kloth traveled to Arizona, while Rexing headed first to 
Washington the n to South Carol ina. The couple will be 
re united th is fa ll at Fort Carson , Co lo. 
As they begin their Army careers, Rex ing and Kloth 
plan to financially support the scholarship fund and hope 
to build an endowme nt 
"We wanted to do something for o ur wedding that 
would have more be nefit and be something to \Upport," 
Kloth said. 
.M /4, Ce~ ry.of Spirit 
Faculty & Staff Donor Spotlight on Ann Mead 
Ann Mead 
Ann Mead has been a constan t, 
calming presence on the WKU cam -
pu~ for the past 18 years . N ow serv-
ing as Vice Presiden t for Finance and 
Admi nistration , she is an important 
part of WKU President Cary Rans-
dell's Administrative Council, as she 
helps the University achieve t he fi -
nam.ial priorities o utlined in its 
strategic p lan. 
"Ann has been an administrative 
leader at WKU for many years," sai d 
Kath1yn Coste llo, WKU's Vice Prc~-
ident for Development a nd Alumni 
Relations. "What her colleagues may 
not know is that she is one of o ur 
1Tiost generous donor\. S he quietly 
and consistently g ives back to the 
University, often to the areas o f 
greatest need." 
/\lead graduated from the Uni -
versi ty of Louisvi lle in 1975 and the 
University of Kentucky in 1980. She 
served 1 0 years as Di rector o f Fi-
nance at the Kentucky Cou ncil on 
Postsecondary Education before 
jo ining WKU in 1994 as Di recto r o f 
I nsti rutiona I Research . After a series 
of r romotions, ,he was named Vice 
President in 2008 . She has also 
served as an adjunct facu lty membe r 
since 2003 . 
"I made huge changes in my life 
when I moved from Lexington ro 
Bowli ng Green to work a t WKU ," 
she explained. "I thought abou t what 
I wanted to do cl irferently moving 
fo rward. Call it a m idlife crisis, but l 
wondered if I will make a d iffe rence 
,some how during my li fe and what 
did I want to have as my legacy. In 
my first month he re . l joined the 
President 's Ci rcle and pledged 
$ 1,000 a year through payroll deduc-
tio n. It 's a matter of c hoices we 
make now that matter. How do you 
want to use your talents and your re-
source~? Prc~idcnt Kennedy i~ given 
credit for saying, 'One person can 
make a differe nce and every person 
should try."' 
The administrator tries each day 
to make a difference, and she says it 's 
easy to achieve this personal goal at 
WKU. "As an e mployee, I can sec 
the impact o f private g iv ing daily," 
s he said. "I like being able to direct 
my g iving where I fee l passion and a 
sense of appreciation and accom-
plis hment. I have directed my g ifts 
in numerous areas-emergency s tu-
dent loa n fund , scholarships, senior 
awards, Office of D iversity Pro-
gram~, the WKU Sisterhood , 
WKYU-FM, WKYU-PBS and Ath-
letics. No gift is too small o r L1nap-
preciated here. Not my most 
impactful gi ft, but I took pride in the 
creation of a perennial garden 1 can 
view from my office wi ndow." 
It is a powerful stateme nt of sup-
po rt and appreciation, Mead said, 
when a WKU employee c hooses to 
give LO the Un iversity. "It doesn 't 
matter the amount be ing given,. it 's 
the statement being made that I wa nt 
to be part of this U niversity's success 
and have an impact o n students and 
this community." 
H er son , Trevor, a WKU junior 
majoring in Social W o rk , is also 
proud to be a part of the WKU Fam-
ily. "He was 3 when we moved here , 
and he is a H illtopper through and 
th rough ,'' she said. "H e never con -
sidered a coll ege career anywhere 
other than WKU." 
Costello sa id Mead has been a 
membe r of the H e nry H ardi n C herry 
Society, which recog nized lifetime 
gi fts of $25,000 or more, fo r some 
time and continues to g ive each year. 
She also estab lished an endowment in 
he r parents' honor at the University 
of Louisvi lle. "We consider Ann a 
role mode l, both as a philanthropist 
and as a dedicated 'citizen' of WKU," 
she said . 
"I have been fort unate to have 
had ind iv idua ls be lieve in me and 
help me be a better administrator 
and mentor," Mead concluded. "My 
experiences as a teacher and seeing 
some of my former ~tudents graduate 
really touch my heart. I am appre-
c iative of the o pportun ity to make at 
least a small difference at WKU." 
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Cemury of Spirit 
Gheens Foundation Gift Provides SKy Teach Scholarships 
A Louisville, Ky., foundation has partnered wit h 
Western Kenlu<.ky Un1verSlly to provide scholarship, 
that will train future math and scie nce teac hers from Jef-
fer\on Counry The Cheenc, Foundation made a gift ot 




Approximately 250 students arc currently enrolled in 
the SKyTeach program on the main campus 111 Howling 
Green and at WKU\ regional campusc~ in C la!>gow, 
Owenshoro and Elizahethrown/Ra<l<.liff!Ft. Knox. As of 
May 20 12, the program ha., produced 42 graduate,. 
SKy eac 
Carl [\ \. Thoma.,, President of the Chcem Founda-
ti on, said the organi zation is proud to provide support for 
the SKyTcach Program. "Preparing future teachers 111 sci-
ence and mathematics is critical to our stale and region,'' 
he said. 'The challenge grant from the National Math and 
Science lnniative was particularly in'>pinng. We value our 
rclntioi,.,h1p with Western Kentu<.ky University and look 
forward to future opportunities to invest in its vital mi~,ion.'' 
New Century of Spirit Campaign Celebration 
Did you sec a my<,tcnous c,tudent rapper and video crew around 
campus thi~ past spring? The Divi~ion of Development and 
Alumni Relations worked with [\ 1adhouse Produc;tions lo film 
a special celebration video for the New Century of Spirit Cam-
paign The video will premiere at the New Century of Spirit 
Campaign Celebration and President's Circle Cala on Sept. 21 
and will be available at www.wku.edu the following week. You 
won't want to mic,, 1L! 






l-armers National Bank 
FARMERS NATIONAL BANK 
Momber FDIC ~ Equal Housing Lender 
An a1ea corporauon is adding tl'> support to the 
Augen.,tein Alumni Center w ith the naming o f the 
hh1b1t Callery 
"Certa inly, WKU'~ alumni arc core comrihutor, to 
muc.h of the University's progress," ~aid Dan Harbison, 
Pre<,1dent and C[O of farmers ational Bank. "However, 
in our rok- a\ a tn1e community bank we embrace Wec,tern 
not only a, a corporate neighbor hut a .. an integral pan of 
the ,pirit and fiber of the region. We arc proud to partner 
,..,1th \X f,.._U to e<,tablish the Exhibit Callery and consider 
our donation lo he a significant reflection of our commit-
ment to the quality of life we ,hare with c,tudent~. faculty 
and alumni of the Univer~ity.'' 
Th<.: I ,hibn Callery presented by Farmers ational 
Bank will be located on the fac;ility's tir~t floor, adjacent ro 
the Atnum Ir will be ded1<.ated to rotating exhibits ,how-
casmg the vanou, artistic and photographic. talent~ and 
,tyles of alumni faculty and '>tudcnts of WKU 
WcArcWKU. 
This Is Our 
Alumni Center. 
Young Alumnus 
Setting an Example 
One young alumnus is setting 
an example for others in hi'> sup-
port of the Augen\tein Alumn i 
Center. M. Blake I larrison (' 12), 
of Paducah, Ky., received his un-
dergraduate degree from WKU 
this pa\l spring. ow purc,uing hie, graduate degree, he 
made several contributions lo the Un iversity- all as an 
undergraduate-including a $1 ,000 gift to support the Lee 
Roherhon Ballroom in the Alumni Center. 
I le says relationships have made the difference for 
him. "Without knowing Lee Robertson, D.ile Augenstein, 
Donald Smirh and even President Ransdell, I can't say for 
ce11a111 that I'd be ac, involved ii'> I am," he explained. 'There 
are so many people in the WKU family that genuinely 
care about, and are invested 111, tl11S place that it's easy to 
follow suit. The Hill topper ~pirit i., c,o visible everywhere 
you go-- that\ the d1ffcrenc.e maker. When I found out 
that I could designate a gift to 'Mr. Western's' ballroom, I 
knew where my contribution needed to go He's a treasure 
to WKU and to me personally To he associated with him 
for generation<, to c;ome is an honor." 
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Kreis and Betty 
McGuire 
Kre is ('80) and Be tty ('80) 
McGuire of Bowling Green, Ky., 
have made a $25,000 commitment to name one of the ex-
hibit cases in the Augenstein Alum ni Center's WKU Mu-
seum. Kreis McGuire's fathe r, Don McGuire, was part of the 
I 950s pop singing sensation, the Hill toppers, and this gift 
is particularly fitti ng, as the WKU Museum will feature no-
table Westerners, such as the H ill toppers. 
"We wan ted to make this gift so that a particular era, 
one that the Hill toppers were a part o f, would be remem-
bered," said Betty McGuire. "So many people have special 
memories of walking on the Hill , singing their songs and 
watchi ng them on The Ed Sullivan Show." 
Kreis McGuire said h is fathe r's life woul d make a 
great H ollywood movie script. "H e was a mountain boy 
from H azard , Ky., who came ro Western on a basketball 
scho larship in the fall of 1949," he said. "A few years later 
he's a member of the# I vocal g roup in America looking 
into a CBS camera performing a top 5 hit (Trying) in front 
of 40 m illion viewers on The Ed Sullivr111 Show. 
"Coach Ed Diddle exposed Western to the Un ited 
States," he continued, "but the Hill toppers exposed West -
ern to the world. In 1955, the Hi lltoppers' recording of 
0 11/y Yo 11 peaked at #5 for three weeks in the U nited King-
dom. Betty and I are privileged to be a part of this g reat 
exhibit that will make the Augenstein Alumni Center an 
even more special place to al l WKU a lumni." 
Kreis McGuire is a Sales Representive for Rock Tenn, 
a corrugated paper company .. Betty McGui re works for 
Dale Augenstein's Caroline's Boutique, which will soon 
open two locations in downtown Bowling G reen. She is 
also a buyer for Augenstein's H ilton H ead, S .C., boutique 
by the same name. The McCuires have th ree children: 
Tanner, Parker and Spencer, who is currently in his third 
year at W KU . 
The Augenstein Alumni Center 
HintOPP"eri 
Wiseman 
D avid Wiseman ('68) and his 
wife, Miki, who also attended 
WKU , have made a gift of $2.5,000 
to name o ne of the exhibit cases in 
the WKU M useum in the Augen-
stein Alumni Center. 
"W ith the focus on development at most colleges, it is 
imperative WKU stay connected to our alums and friends 
of our University," W iseman said . "This faci lity will give us 
the base from which we can coordinate cff orts to continue 
to reach out to our alumni partners. I think as graduates 
move away from Bowling G reen they lose their sense of 
connection with their campus, so it challenges us to keep 
them informed so they sti ll feel a part of WKU" 
During W iseman's tenure on the W KU Alumni Asso-
ciation N atio nal Board of Directors, he said it was their 
dream to have a building on campus-a place to showcase 
students, gradua tes, faculty and athletics, along with Lhe 
WKLI tradition, and to bring a sense of pride and ownership 
to alumni. 
"From my first association w ith Alumni Affairs, it was 
evident alumni had no place to call 'home' when they re-
turned to campus fora visit or U niversity function," he said. 
"The Alumni Center will now provide that home, along with 
a venue for many other WKU campus activities. For M iki 
and me to choose to support this effort was very easy, and 
we invite o thers to do the same." 
David and M iki Wiseman live in Bowling Green, Ky. , 
where he is employed by the H ouchens Insurance Croup. 
They have two adult c hildren, Carrie and Chris, as well as 
four grandc hildren: Dylan, Ethan, Pace and Joh n, al l of 
whom reside in Bowling Green. 
U MUSEUM 
Kris and Todd Wilkerson 
Todd Wilkerson ('84) and his wife, Kris, who also 
attended W KU, have made a $2.5,000 gift to support one 
of the exhibit cases in the Augenstein Alumn i Center's 
W KU Museum. 
"The biggest reason we decided to get involved in 
this project was Dale Augenstein and Donald Smith " 
' 
Wilke rson said. "When I was a freshman at WKU and 
Dale was a sen ior, we became good friends and he was a 
huge he lp duri ng my transition there. I haven't known 
Do nald very long, but his enthusiasm and hard work on 
th is proJect was a big influence on our decision." 
The Alumni Center g ives all alumni a central place 
to go that Wilkerson believes was missing before. "In the 
past w hen I returned to WKU , I wasn't comfortable or 
even knowledgeable that a center existed,'' he explained. 
"The new Alumni Center takes away a ll those barriers 
afld it is something all alumni can be very proud of." 
Todd Wilkerson is President of Brewco Marketing 
Croup in C entral City, Ky. He and Kris live in Owens-




The Augenstein Alumni Center is about alumni and 
t heir accomplishments.The Center needs your help to 
gat her unique items c reated by or aboutWKU alum ni. 
T his memorabi lia w ill provide pe rsona l touches and 
will truly make the Augenstein Alum ni C e nte r a home. 














Big Red items 
Programs 
Collectibles 
Tickets to Events 






Please send items to: 
WKU Alumni Association 
Attn: Exhibit Curator 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #3 IO 16 
Bowling Green, KY 4210 I 
270-745-4395 • email: alumni@wku.edu 
NOTE: All items donated to the Augenstein Alumni Center 
become property of W KU. Each it em contributed will be 
evaluat ed to dete rmine its significance to W KU and t he 
Alumni Center. Display space is limited and is not guaranteed 
for any item. 
The Hilltoppers group was the number-one vocal combination by Billboard a nd Cash Box magazines in 1953 
and consistently remained one of America's Top Ten through 1960.The quartet o r iginated w hen three WKU students 
Don McG · ('54) J' S ' · ' uir~ , 1mmy acca ( 53) and Seymour Spiegelman ('53), joined a fo rmer Westerner, Billy Vaughn ('47). 
Their fi rst hit was Trying. Twenty-one Hilltoppers recordings made Billboard's Top 40 Hit List, and the group 
had record sales in e xcess of 8 million copies. They appeared on Ed Sullivan's Toast of the Town and a lso on American 
Bandstand. 




Wilma Klein of New Albany, Ind., honors her family members 
with her contribution to the Augenstein Alumni Center 
Wilma and Hank Klein 
Wilma Klein of New Al -
bany, Ind., will honor the 
memory of her parent~. 
Willia m and Chloe Miller 
Howard, and her husband, 
Hank Klein, w ith her con-
tributio n to the Augenstein 
Alumni Center. 
She has donated $ I 0,000, 
alo ng with rare furniture created by H ascal H aile-Tomp-
kinsvi lle , Ky., furniture maker turned guitar maker Lo the 
stars-and china and silver that belonged to her mother. She 
also donated a curio cabinet, fashioned by her husband, who 
was an accomplished woodworker These pieces will he 
housed in the meeting room adjacent to the WKU Museum 
o n t he first floor of the Center. In appreciatio n, WKU will 
name the room in memory of Klein\ loved ones. 
Klein's parents both at tended WKU but, due to the De-
pression, were unable Lo complete their degrees al that time . 
Her mo ther received a teaching certificate and taught tor 
many years, and her fathe r- who was also a teacher-made 
several pieces of furn iture during his t ime at W KU . These 





"My mother and dad loved Western so much, even 
though they had no money Lo finish school at that Lime," 
Klein explained . "I think they could have finished school 
later, but they were both allowed to teach without the de-
grees. They started buying a home and farm instead, and 
then I came along." 
Still , Klein\ parents loved WKU. "I can remember hear-
ing Mother p lay the piano and sing College l leig/Jts ," she said. 
"I a lso have many cousins who also attended WKU. This 
way I can honor eve1yone, and these priceless pieces can be 
displayed and enjoyed in the Alumni Center." 
Klein is also working with the Ken tucky Museum to 
donate additional pieces o f furni ture and textiles. "I consider 
the giving ot this legacy for my parents and Hank as a h igh-
light of my ]if e," she said. 
WeAreWKU. 
This Is Our 
Alumni Center. 
David "Boots" Buchanon ('95) of Louisville, Ky. , has made a g1tt ot $5,000 lo support the 
Augenstein Alumni Center. 
"The WKU Sp1nt is 111 my blood," he said. "My parents me t while attending WKU in 1965 
and instilled 111 me how privileged we are to have a leading American university in our hometown of 
Bowl ing Green. Upon graduation from WKU, I knew I wanted to give back lo the University that 
provided ~o much to me The Augen~tein Alumni Center will be an outstandi;1g facili ty that wi ll 
provide a home tor the WKU Hill topper Alumni Family, and 1 wanted to be a part o f that legacy." 
David Buchanon ts Vice President/Senior Private Banking Officer at Republic Bank in Louisville. 
Show your pride in your alma mater 
and support the Augenstein Alumni 
Center Campaign today. 
Your participation in this campaign is es-
sential, as the project will be completely funded 
by private support. Please 10111 other members 
of the WKU family in ensuring that this beau-
tiful facility is a fixture on the WKU campus for 
future generations. 
All contributors to the Alumni Center 
Campaign will be recognized 111 a special Cam-
paign Honor Roll of Contributors to be pub-
lished at the conclusion of the campaign. Gifts 
of $1,000 or more (which can be paid through 
an installment plan for as little as $ 17 per 
month) will be permanently and prommently 
recognized in the Augenstein Alumni Center 
on the donor recognition wall. 
Augenstein Alumni Center 
DON'T BE LEFT OUT! 
To have your name listed 
on the donor wall, make 
your gift by Oct. 31 , 2012. 
Be a Part ot WKU Historv! 
To see a list of all recognition wall donors to date, visit the 
donor wall webpage at www.alumni.wku.edu/aacdonors. 
0 YES, Start my gift to the Augenstein Alumni Center 
Donor Wall Gift 
□ $1,000 D Pay in full □ $2,500 D Pay in full 
RECURRING OPTIONS RECURRING OPTIONS 
□ $200 year/5 years □ $500 year/5 years 
□ $17 month/5 years• □ $42 month/5 years· 
Other$ ___ _ Total Enclosed $ ___ _ _ 
• Automatic Credit/Debit/EFT only 
NAME GRAD YEAR 
ADDRESS 
CITY ST ZIP 
PHONE EMAIL 
Augenstein Alumni Center 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 131016 
Alumni Association Bowling Green, KY 42101-1016 
Method of Payment 
anytime on/ine at www.wku.edu/makeagif t 
D Check (Payable to WKU Foundation) 
D Recurring (EFT or Credit/debit only) 
D Electronic funds Transfer (El I ) 
(Please include a voided check · withdrawals made on the 15th of each month) 
D Credit Card/ Debit Card (see below) 
D C red1t Card / Deb,r Card 
0 VISA O Di<rnvrr O Man•rCard O AmEx 
NAME ON CARD 
CARD• 
SIGNATURE EXP. DATE 
Reflectio ns 
An Interview with WKU President Gary A. Ransdell 
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This November Dr. Gary A. Ransdell will celebrate 
his 15th year as President of Western Kentucky 
University. Recently we sat down to talk about his 
thoughts on his tenure thus Jar, and he shared his 
perspective on the major points of progress toward 
WKU's transformation. We also discussed what he 
views as the greatest accomplishments up to now as 
well as his disappointments, and he talked about his 
vision for the next several years as we complete the 
transformation that began a decade and a half ago. 
This interview is one of a series of features on 
WKU's progress over the last 15 years. Look for 
more to come this fall at www.wku.edu when we 
officially celebrate "WK[J 15 Years of Progress." 
T
he challenge (the Board of 
Regents) extended to me 
upon accepting this posi-
tion I 5 years ago was to 
ac.hieve a lasting transformation of the 
Univcr~ity from top to bottom. That 
is what excited me about the oppor-
tunity to come bac k to my al ma 
mater, hut it was also what the Board 
was focu~ed on , which I thought was 
a very progressive and aggres~ive li ne 
of thought at that time. 
I think we have achieved that in 
a number of mea~urahlc ways. We're 
a muc.h different inst ituLion today 
than we were 15 years ago, yet we 
haven't lost the unique WKU Spirit 
that's at the core of our fabric as an in-
stitution. We've changed in ways that 
we needed to change, but we've not 
changed the things that make WKU 
disLinctive: the Red Towel, our tradi -
tion, our Spirit. The things that have 
changed include a 45 percent growth 
in our enroll ment from just under 
15,000 to 21,000 students; 200 per-
cent growth in institutional budget 
from $ 1 30 million in 1997 (to) almost 
$400 millio n today; $600 mill io n in 
cap ital construction over Lhe last 15 
years. We've really rebuilt the cam-
pus. That's a significant difference 
(We've had ) a majo r shift in aca-
demic quality: the creation of an in-
dependent Honors College; the 
Catton Academy, which in five short 
years has risen to be the number-one 
ranked high school in America- that 
wasn't even on our radar screen 15 
years ago; the g rowth in relevancy of 
our academic programs; engineering 
programs that are driv ing economic 
developmen t in Kentucky. Our 
whole push for internationalizat io n is 
a great example o f what's d ifferen t 
about WKU today than 15 years ago. 
So our students arc getti ng a dif-
ferent kind o f education . T here's a 
highe r level of facu lty strength and 
credentials across our six colleges-
so many dimcns ion5 that I'm really 
proud of that to me va lidate that a 
last ing transformation is not com -
plete yet , but it's well under way. 




Florence Schneider Hall is home to students enrolled in the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky, 
which is an eal"ly college ent ry program for advanced Kentucky high school juniors and seniors. WKU is the only 
campus 1n the state to house a program like t his, and Kentucky is only the 14th state in t he nation to have such a 
program. This year; Newsweek magazine ranked the Gatton Academy as the top high school in the nation. 
What do you see as the biggest difference between WKU then and now:> 
A
llilude, ambitio n, inde-
pendence as an institution, 
and an entrepreneurial 
spirit. We're willing to take 
risks, to do things that translorm thi~ 
campus. We've done it wiLh our res-
idence halls; we've do ne it with aca-
de mic programs; we've done it with 
internatio nalizatio n; we've done it 
with the H onors College. 
The second thing is we're an ac-
ade m ic destination poinL for Ke n-
tucky's best s Ludents now. In my 
op inion we've c reated the inte llec-
tual heartbea t of Kentucky. This is 
the institutio n whe re Kentucky's be~t 
students want to go because they 
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know about the Catton Academy-
m any of th em come through the 
Catton Academy and stay he re to 
complete a baccalaureate o r g raduate 
degree or both But it's the Honors 
College that's now at tracting Ken -
tucky's he~t students, and the H on -
o rs College is exceeding the 
academic measures of any public o r 
p rivate institution in Kentucky. 
T hat\ what's different, and m ayhc 
that's what makes m e most proud. 
lf you were to have lhis interview 
with me in anod1er few years, which 
I hope to do, I would also then talk 
about the internationalization of the. 
WKLI expe rie nce . But that's more 
late ly-someth ing o f just recent 
years that\ beginning to rake shape. 
We're a long way from full y interna-
tionalizi ng this cam pus experience. 
T he inte llectual heartbeat of Ken-
tuc ky, the academ ic destination, and 
the c hanged attitude, and spirit and 
independence- we control our own 
destiny as a university. We don't wring 
our hands about what may or may not 
be happening e ither in hankfort o r in 
Louisville o r Lexington or anywhere 
else- we're going to focus on what 
we're capable of becoming and have 
the heart and desire and de termina-
tion to do. And that's what's different 
about WKU than in 1997. .. -M 
Reflections 
T
he response from mo~t 
alumni and others would 
probably be the rebuil t 
campu~-thc new build-
ings and the quali ty of life across our 
campus. And that's very important, 
but that's a means to the end. The 
thing I'm most proud of and I think 
our la rgest point of progress is t he 
in tellectual strength of t he WKU ex-
perience-the value of the WKU 
degree that's increased dramat ically 
And I've got to start with the Honors 
College We now have a 1,200-stu -
dcnl Honors College that's attract-
ing the best students from Kenlucky 
and elsewhere. It's the qual ity. It's 
the number of students who are 
earning major prcs ligious national 
scholarships-the Ci llmans, the 
Coldwaters, Udalls. We're pursui ng 
Rhodes. The number of Fu lbrights 
we're producing these day~- so 
many th ings that our students weren't 
p robably capable of achieving and 
certainly weren't pursu ing histori-
cally. Now we have 
multiples of students 
who are capable of 
winning tho~c kind~ of 
awards who arc com-
ing to WKLI to be part 
of our Honors College 
experie nce and rart of 
our study abroad pro-
gramming and all the 
thi ngs that we now 
offer the very best and 
brightest students. 
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Rcf lections 
RIGHT: WKU celebrated its Centennial 
1n 2006, ded1cat1ng severa1 new areas on 
campus to honor its I 00-year history of 
excellence. These included the Centen-
nial Plaza near the University's newest 
parking structure, the Centennial Mosaic 
around the fountain between Ivan W ilson 
Fine Arts Center and Helm L brary. and 
the Centennial Mall. which transformed 
a former p~ri ng Iot into a new signature 
grecnspace at WKU. 
T
he po~ itive has been two 
capital campaigns. A$ 102 
million capital campaign 
that <,tarted in 1998 and 
ended in 2003, and a $200 m illion 
capital campaign that started ju'>t 
seven year<, ago. T hat's a major dif-
ference in WKU these day<,-we'rc 
either going to he planning a capital 
campaign or we re going to be 111 one 
or we're going to be cl o~ing one, hut 
we're always gomg lo be getting 
ready for the next one. And that \ 
just the n.:alny of life for a maJor pub-
Ii<.. univer<,ily. W e've rai'>cd wel l over 
$300 million in r,rivate g1f ts, and our 
endowment i'> moving toward $ 150 
million, and we're very proud ol 
what that i~ enabling thi-, Universi ty 
to become with endowed faculty po-
si tiom, endowed <,cholarship<,, pro-
grammatic support, bric.k and mortar 
support That wa<,n't rarl of our his 
tory bdme. So external factor in a 
po'>itive way-private <,uppon 
[xternal factors m a negative 
way you know, I wi-,h I could tell 
you that '>late support has ker,t pace 
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with tuit ion and private support and 
<,ponsorcd research, hut it <,1mply has 
not. In fact we have le-;-; -;tale money 
today than we did in 2006, and that's 
made it very dilficult to do the am-
bitiouc, thing<; that we have been 
achieving and we intend to achieve. 
When I began my presidency in 
1997, 5 1 perc.cnt of our budget wa'i 
in .. rate funding. Today it\ 17 per-
cent. Now, our budget has grown 
dramat1Lally over that penod ol time 
as I said a while ago - over 200 per-
cent. But we're fund ing that budget 
growth in ways other than state 
funding. Over the course of the la'>t 
15 years I think we've received nine. 
or IO budger cut .... And '>0 the urs 
and downs, the roller coaqcr, the 
frustration<,-that\ why I've just 
come to the co11clusion in recent 
year'> that we'll appreciate what the 
slate provides for us and u.:rta inly 
pur 1t to good u'>e, but 1'111 not going 
to wring my hands about what 
thcy·re not doing ~or LI'> \'<le'rc going 
lo find other ways to gel it done. 
And that., exac.tly what we re 
doing- primarily through tu i tion 
and philanthropy and research. 
So tho~e arc external factors-
we've controlled the r,ositive one, 
the growd1 in philanthropy We 
have had no control over the nega-
tive one, the decline in '>late funding. 
But we're <,till making progress. 
BELOW: Completed In 2004 the 
Complex for Engineering & Biologi-
cal Sciences became a new addrt1on 
to tf (;. top of the Hill. Snell Hall, com-
pl t d In 2009, houses ciassrooms, 
lecture rooms, instructional labs and 
rese:irch labs for the Chemistry. Biol-
ogy and Computer Science depart-
ments Bot 1 ou1ld1ngs are part of the 
transformed WKU Science Campus. 
Reflections 
T ime. Time and '>leep have hcen at counter purpose~ for these la.,t 15 year<,'. But that"<, what you love about the job. I w"h there was more time 10 get thing., done. It\ hard to be all thing<, to all people in this job. I don't 111,..,.., many thing~ that peorlc want or expect or 
need me to do-not so much because i t\ me, but i t\ the position that I hold. 
And I wam to uphold the expectation<, of th,., Job, '>0 I attend a.., 111any c.ampu.., 
events as I can and do as many speeches as I can and go to as many <,ludcnt 
th111gs a'> I can and ~acuity thing-, and external thing<,. A whole lot of th is job 
take., you away from campu'>, '><> the higgc'>t frustra t ion i'> not being ahle to 
do everyth ing I want to do. 
1\ lore speci fically finding alternative revenue streams has been a challenge. 
It\ been a challenge that I've thrived on and I've enJoyed, and it\ brought out 
the bc,t of our entrepreneurial '>p1rit, hut alway-, finding al ternative revenue 
sou rce~ for us lo create the capacity to do things a<, an in<,ti tution ha~ been a 
'challenge, maybe more so than I anticipated 15 years ago I didn't anticipate 
rcc.essions and lots o l other lacror.., that c.ome to bear on us. 
And then finally, c.hang1ng how we're pcrc.eivcd-ca1ning 1-c<,pcc.1 We've 
become much more national in oLtr scope, more international, if you will , more 
recently We are achieving things that cause peorlc to understand we're a 
much dd terent insti tution than what they m ay remember 111 the '50, or '60~ 
or '70'> or '80-,, o r even in the '90-, Ac.ade1111c. '>trength-all the thing<, that 
we've been about-we're ~citing the pace in many ways for higher education 
in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and we're earning a different kind of rep-
utation, a perception , and a respect lor quality and <,trcngth and impact . That\ 
one of the rea'>ons for our enrollment growth- it's no t just about the numbers. 
But 2 1,000 students gives yoLt the capaci ty to do things. And if you have 
21,000 '>llldent<, the chance<, of having hundreds ol great student<, doing great 
th ings are exponentia l ly better ju,t ,;imply be<..au~c of capacity in number'>. 
So I would '>ay ju<;t simply time, earning the respect, and finding alternative 
ways to lund what I know we've got to do- tho~e arc the three things that may 
have been a lnrle fni<,trating, but, you know what, we're getting 1t done 
Refl ections 
I 
think the capi tal cam paigns have been 
key to us in a lot of ways. Cencrati ng the 
financial capacity to do things, to have 
that value-addcdness, that degree of qual-
ity that we simply couldn't do with state fund-
ing or tuitio n alone. (State funding and tu ition 
arc) not going to a llow LIS to recruit the very 
best facu lty and recruit the very best stude n ts. 
It takes financial packages for faculty and staff, 
and it takes scholarship support for stude n ts . 
The rwo camraigns have given us the 
meam th rough which a lot of that will be 
done, and we'll be moving forward over the 
next couple of years in a scholarship campaign 
Just to streng then our scholarship support. 
But those capita l cam paig ns d id m ore 
than just ra ise mo ney. They began to change 
how we're perceived Early on in our fi rst cam-
paign from 1998 to 2003 , w hen we an -
nounced Cordon Ford's g ift of $ 10 mil lion to 
the College of Busine~~, and Leon Page with 
the first gi ft of over a million d o llars, and 
when we a nno unced things t hat Don Vitale 
and Jerry Baker and so many other~ began to 
do over the course of that campaign, and g ifts 
for engineering- all of a sudden, "w hoa, what 
have t hey got going on at WKU these day~?" 
And every seven-figure g ift grew the level of 
confidence ju~l a li ttle bit more in the alumni 
population, in t he public, and just as impor-
tantly, in our own faculty and staff-tha t peo-
ple are willing to invest in us, willing to rut 
serious money behind what our priorities 
might be across this academic specrrum that 
we call WKU. So that has been a~ importan t 
in terms of a lumni support as anything e lse. 
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Above: Constructed in 1992, the Raymond B. Preston Health &Activities 
Center offers recreational activ1t1es, intramural sports and open recreation 
for the University community. Many areas of the original facility, including 
the locker rooms, natatorium and administ1·ative spaces, have been reno-
vated in recent years. Additionally, a 14,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art 
addition opened in Lhe spring of 20 I 0. 
I 
Above: Built in 19 1 I, Van Meter Hall is the oldest building on campus and 
houses a 1,000-seat auditorium used for a variety o r performances. The 
auditorium received a multi-million dolla1· renovation in 20 IO and today 
serves as a state-of-the-art facility for pe1formances of all genres. 
Below: The WKU Alum111 Association broke ground in July 20 I I on the 
new Augenstein Alumni Center. Scheduled for completion in the spring 
of 2013, the facility will be located at the corner of Center Street and 
Alumni Avenue (formerly 14th Street). 
W
hen yOL1 say adventu re, I'm thinking real 
adventure. So the thing that stands out 
the most would be two weeks with 13i-
o logy students sleep ing on the ground 
111 pup tents in Kenya in t he wild- removing poaching 
snares from t he bush, capturing DNA from poached an-
imals, watching our students set up a DNA field testing 
station while elephants and zebra are roaming within 
e,Tsight. And when you go to sleep at night you hear 
11011\ roaring tha t aren't more than 50 or I 00 yards away. 
I hat was an adventure, and it's an adventure we'll always 
d1u1sh . But it also whetted my appetite for study abroad 
.:ind what our students can do in e nvironments com-
rletely different than their own . Julie and I have done 
study abroad experiences w ith students in many different 
dimcn\ions, from Bio logy students in the Galapagos Is-
lands . which was another great advent ure and just fasci-
nating, to o ur Art History studen ts in France and 
\X'estern C ivilizatio n students in Italy, as well a~ trips to 
(_ hina and 1-:cuador. So we're walking the talk when it 
comes to internationalization. But in terms of raw adven-
ture, it was that trip lo Kenya 
Reflections 
Our vision statement is "a leading American 
university with international reach." Why is 
"international reach" important for WK1b 
B 
ccau~e we cannot be "a leading American univer-
sity'' unless we're ~erious ahoul our in terna tional 
reach. T hat international reach is a llowing o u r 
students to study across the globe, creating op-
portunities for faculty to conduct research and take their 
c lasses across the globe, and recruiting internatio nal I ac-
u ity and interna t ional students . J ust in recent months 
we've opened up an adm issio ns office in China where we 
actua lly have an admi~sio ns officer living there now and 
recruiting studen ts to WKU from China 
The Chinese Flagship program, the Confucius Insti-
tute, what we're doing with our modern languages pro-
gram to con tin ue to expand the traditiona l languages of 
Fre nc h and German and Spanish-now we're focusing 
on Arabic , and we're soon to have dimensio ns in Swah ili . 
8ut it's the growth of the Chinese languages that I think 
is most important for our ~tudents because that's where 
the economic marketplace is going, and we better learn 
to embrace and understand and have confidence or we're 
going to get left beh ind . You don't have to support or 
condone a country'~ governmental phi losophy to under-
stand that you need to trade and conduct business with 
them in a g lobal marketplace. And that's what I want our 
~tudcnts to come to undersrand T he degree to which our 
students can be internat ionalized in their WKU experi-
ence, either on th is campus or wherever they go on the 
globe, is the degree to wh ich they are going to be valu-
able lo people who employ them in the luture. 
I 
T
he opportunity lo lead. I feel like I'm a skil led 
leader. I understand people And what I enjoy 
the most is lead ing a university family, an in-
c,titullon, a campus, to do thingc, that maybe rt 
and they didn't think pmsiblc. That's where the most c,at-
isfact ion <.omes 111. Plu~ I'm doing it at my alma mater. 
You <.an exercise leadership in lots ol ways in lots of places 
doing lots of things, but to he able to lead the insriwtron 
that I attended in the ,tale where I grew up-my institu-
tion, my <,late- rs pretty rare . And I think that's probably 
the thing that I enjoy mosr. 
I love watch ing our students compete. I just beam 
when a student wins a rulbright or a Gilman or a Udall , 
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WKU President Gary Ransdell greets WKU students on 
the first day of the scmeste~ 
or whatever the case might be. I love watching our civil 
engineers race concrete canocs. I love watching OLII 
Forens ics team compete. I love wa tch ing our athletic 
team<, compete. So just watchrng our '>tudcnts do thing<, 
is what I really enjoy about the job. And I love watching 
what our faculty do. Some ol the brightest people on the 
lace o~ the earth arc on th is campus doing amazing things 
rn teaching and re<,earch. 
And certain ly I've enjoyed watching the physical 
transformation ol the campus. I take a lot of pride 111 how 
we have rakcn a prctly tired, compla<.cnt campus with a 
pretty deep deferrcd ma,ntenan<.e invcntory and rebuilt 
it. Now we've got a way, to go, but for the moc,t pan 
we've rebuilt a camrus 111 the last 15 years, and I take a 
lot ol pride in that 
W
c:11, we haven't fully achieved our vi,ion to 
bc<.omc a leading American univerc,ity 
with international reach. I want to get the 
I lonor<, College to a point where it ,., a 
w mrletcly independen t degree-granting rnl lcgc. We have 
mother '>even or eight faculty members to hire into the 
Honors College to create that dynamic, so that\ an ah-
~ I rte goal And we need to burld a home for the Honor., 
College. Thme arc two very important priori tie'> for me 
t 1at we w,11 achieve while I'm President ot thi~ inc,titution. 
We need to build a new College ot B11~incs~, renovate 
Cri~c Hall, and frnrsh the Downrng Lln,ve~rty CentLT rcno-
va11011 . Thmc arc ,ome project~ that arc looming on the hori-
on. And before I am finr,hed with this job I want to bring 
down Tate Page Hall. We have one more project to (fini'>h 
the ,cicncc Gtmpu,)-renovate the center wing of Thomp-
c,on Complex. Thoc,e have to be state-funded projects. 
And then , finally, we've got to improve taculty and 
'>taff <.ompcmat,on It\ hcen a tough rcu.·,.,,on fo r our 
cmployeec,. Now, we've 1101 laid many off , and we've 
done something mode~t with salaries every year c,incc 
2008 when other campuc,cs have not , hut qill , it\ a very 
hrgh priority lor me going forward to have c,ome c,rgnif-
ica nt faculty and ~taff compenc,ation enhanc.cmcntc,_ 
We will get ready for another caprtal campaign \Y/e II 
complete the rebui lding o f the campu~ to the extent poc,-
c,rblc. We're going to get the I fonor<, College where rt 
need~ lO be rhysically and academically, and enhance fac 
ulty and staH compensation. So I would zero 111 on those 
lour things that will drive LI'> for the next several years. 
Northeast and Southwest Halls. ong1nally constructed m 1957 as four separate res1derce halls. were 
nov,1ted 1n 2002. Outdoor add1t1ons included add1t1onal greenspace and the Charles A. Keown Plaza. 
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Reflections 
Gary A Ransdell Hall was completed Just prior to the Spring 20 I I semester and houses the College of Education 
and Beh:Moral Sciences, Educa .ional Resource Center. and the World Council for Gifted Educat on. Ransdell Hall 
1s this 1s the first building at WKU to be LEED certified. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certification is a rating system that measures sustainable design features. 
T
he h igher education landscape has changed 
dramatically, and higher ed. reform was the im-
petus for that. Ironically-coincidentally-at 
the same t ime we were putt ing a ~tratcgi<. pla11 
together to transform this institution. I think we've tranc,-
f ormed ourselves more than higher education has trans-
formed in Kentucky, hut there's been a good hit of change 
in higher education in Kentucky a., well. A lot of enroll -
ment growth acroc,c, the institution<,. We've led the way. 
We've been the faste<,t-growing ~or 1-4 yearc, in both per-
centage and in raw numbers. The advenl o l doctoral de-
grees that arc going to drive Kentucky's economy acroc,s 
all of our campuses has been very important. I think the 
curricub and the degree program'> on most campuses have 
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become more relevant to meet Kentucky's needs lrom an 
economic standpoint. That\ been imrortant. 
The disarpo1ntmcnt i<, Kentucky'~ not being able co 
fund the th ings that it challenged our universit ies to do. 
We're a great example. Our <,tare funding per student was 
nearly $7,000 then and 1t\ 'f;..i,200 now. And that., a <,ad 
commentary. Watching our '>late funding per student con-
tinue to drop while we've performed and responded to 
higher ed. reform and achieved the things that we were 
challenged to achieve-that\ hccn fru'>trating , and that's 
been the f ai lurc of higher ed. reform over t he last 15 
yearc,. The good news is the institutions continue to 
march ~orward and make rrogress, and we think we con-
tinue to lead the way in that regard. 
t\ been a magic umc for LI'> to have two sons, now 28 
and 32 (both WKU gracJun tes)-our whole fami ly 
thing has been about WKU. We got Topper as a 
puppy early 111 our presidency- picked her out when 
he wa~ two week., old-and Topper left us this year. To 
,Jtch the entire life of the dog that shared th is cxperi -
KC with uc; come and go - illustrate'> how everything 
1out what we do a<, n family has been wrapped up in thi., 
10b and t h i~ work. Nobody's worked any harder thnn Jul ie 
1 J'> these last 15 years. I mean .,he\ worked her heart out 
my Joh, but she's loved it. 
The pa<,<,ion- thc emotions are ju~t deep a nd real, 




more years and we're going to complete the thing~ that 
we ~cl ou t Lo do and that the Board c hal lenged u~ to do. 
I think people who've been around WKU know we've 
changed , but 60-70 percent of our faculty and staff 
weren't here then, and obviously a generation ol students 
have come and gone over that period of lime. So people 
now come in to this Univerc,1ty as !acuity, staff, or stu-
dents and they see it a~ it i~. Our challenge is to continue 
lo tran~r orm i l based on what people ~ce today. And that 
becomes more difficult be<.au.,c it's easy lo change '>0me-
thing that needed to be changed. But that\ the chal lenge, 
and that's the source of our energy! 
From Left to Right: Sandra Harrell, Matthew Ransdell 
('06),juhe (Bush) Ransdell (75), G,1ry Ransdell (73. 74), 
Patrick Ransdell ('02),Walker Ransdell (Class of2030) 
and Brooke (Thrasher) Ransdell ('04). 




By Jonathan Jeffrey 
I 
tis not uncommon for athletic coaches to ackn_ow~edge 
the importance of practice and workout facil1t1es 111 re-
cruiting top athletes to their school. It should come as 
no surprise that faculty, particularly in the performing 
arts, also admit that rehearsal and performance fac il ities are 
paramount in their efforts lo lure the best students to the ir 
programs. Music facu lty a t WKU now have a beautiful, 
state-of-the-art facility-the Music Rehearsal Hall- co 
present to potential music stL1dents. "It makes a huge differ-
ence," no tes Dr. Paul Hondorp, WKU\ D irector of C horal 
Activities, "to take students into a room that is dedicated to 
choral music and vocal music and give them the chance to 
see the attention the Department gives to vocal music." 
Music facil ities have come a long way from WKU's 
early years. The Department of Music was the first part of 
the fledg li ng Western Kentucky State Normal School to 
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move 10 the top of the H ill after the campus of the dcf unct 
Potter College was purchased in 1909. Headed by Professor 
Franz Strahm, the Derartment utilized a large portion of 
Potter's former president's home (later called Cabell Hall) 
from 1909 to l 925. The next year the Department moved 
to the o ld Thomas House (later known as Diddle Dorm) 
on Normal Avenue, until a new th ree-sto1y music buildi ng 
opened in 1937. That bui lding served the Department's 
needs until 1973 when University officials determined that 
it was not econom ically feas ible to renovate the Works 
Progress Administration structure, and announced that de-
partmental offices, classrooms, and p ractice and performing 
facil ities would be incorporated into the new Ivan Wilson 
Fine Arts Center. 
Following the move to the Fine Arts Cemer, the De-
partment of Music continued to grow in 5tudent~ and im-
portance lo the University. A 200 I accreditation review of 
WKLl's music programs by the National Association of 
Schools of Music noted that the Departmen t had inade-
quate facilities, particularly for the school's porular choral 
rrogram. Thi~ impetus led to planning for the new r'v1usic 
Rehearsal Hall. Actual construction began in July 2010, and 
the $9 million, th ree-story building was appropriately ded-
icated on May 4, 2012, with remarks by University officials 
and students in terspersed with musical performances. 
Aesthetically the building matches the newer masonry 
lOn~LrucLion that ha~ heired transform and unity most of 
\\'.'KU's new construction. The bui lding's fac;ade, which 
laces Normal Street and Crise Hall, features ~everal c las-
,1cal architectural elements, including an e ll irtical portico 
with ~moolh columns, r ilasters, riuoins, a la rge tri-partite 
" 111dow above the portico crowned with an exaggerated 
key~tone, and a b roken pediment in the gable. The centra l 
entrance i~ balanced with flankers of pink masonry walls 
, hythmically d ivided by white stone pi laster~ and capped 
with rows of windows. The design i~ ro~t-modern with 
plenty of classical rderences. 
The Department of Music faculty and University offi-
uals rlanned the new building to meet present and future 
program needs and to be environmenta lly friendly. The 
26,000-~quare-foot facility contains ch,oral and instrumemal 
rehearsal spaces, three music libraries, five facu lty and three 
• raduate assistant offices, storage areas for the marching 
h,rnd's instruments and un iforms, and a bright contempo-
rary com mons area that Gin also be used as performance 
,race. As part of this project, the old rehearsa l hall in the 
I me Arts Center was remodeled into a percussion suite. The 
building's architect, Ross Tarrant Architects, Inc. of Lexing-
ton , designed the structure to meet LEED (Leadersh ip in 
l 11crgy and Environmental Design ) Si lver Certification. 
The building features a storm water management system, a 
w h1te roof to reflect heat, water efficient plumbing fixtllres, 
and e nergy efficient mechanical 5ystems. 
Every effort was expended to ensure t ha t the new 
huddi ng included exquisite acoustics as well as cutting-
ul•.:e technology Util izing new soundproofing technol -
ouv ,uch as adjustable acoust ic curtains, the rehearsal 
t onnh arc decidedly superior to former rractice faci lities. 
1 )1rector of Bands Cary Schallert no ted, 'These room~ 
arL acoustically perfect-as c lose tO perfect as you can 
Around Campus 
get." Rooms also contain advanced audio and video equip-
ment t ha t allow professors to record and quickly p lay 
back re hea rsals, which can assist students in improving 
performance. "This is a state-of-the-art facility," said 
Schallen , "that I th ink will. . . be the envy of just about any 
music department in the region . We now have faci lities 
that make LI~ very competitive and allow us to rehearse 
like we should." 
WKU's Departme nt of Music boasts a hallowed his-
tory on the Hill . Today the Department has 220 under-
graduate and graduate majors and 75 minors, but many 
non-majors e njoy partic ipation in music classes and en-
sembles. Dr. Mitzi Croom, Department Head, estimates 
that approximately 50 percent of the participation in the 
Department's ensembles is from non -music majors. W ith 
this new facility, the recently renovated Van Meter Audi-
torium, and remodeling in the Fine Arts Center, t he De-
partment will make great strides in the ensuing decades. 
The Hill is indeed al ive with the "sound of music." 
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Right: Sent by The Times to cover 
the G8 summit at the Camp David 
presidential retreat, Sharrett was 
among roughly two dozen photogra-
phers who had assembled for a 
photo-op of the President greeting 
world leaders as they arr•ved. Shar-
rett recalls that the President had just 
walked out of Laurel Lodge, the 
Camp David conference center; and 
taken his spot on the edge of the 
sidewalk. "The first of the leaders 
hadn't arrived yet." he says."lt was an 
awkward, silent moment It was kind 
of an in-between moment, and those 
are the pictures I enjoy photograph-
ing the most My mentors [ New York 
Times photographers] Stephen 
Crowley and Doug Mills encourage 
me to look for something different." 
[PON.June 16, 2012] 
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t WKU, a strong education is combined wich real-worl d ex-
periences that bring learning to life. O ne WKU Photojour-
nalism student, who is follow ing President Barack Obama o n 
the campaign trail, has received national recognition for his 
photograph that appeared in the June 18, 20 12, issue of The Neu, Yorker. 
Luke Sharrett, a senior from Forest, Va., has taken a break from his 
final semester of classes lo shoot on an 1 I -month contract for The New 
York Ti111es. As reported by PDN, a professional photography blog by the 
edi tor~ of P/1oto District News , Sharrett's contemplative photo of President 
Obama la nded him a two-page spread in T/1e New Yorker. 
According to PDN, Sharrett enrolled at W KU in 2007, interned in the 
W hi te House Photo Office in 2008, and in 2009 interned at The New York 
Times' Washington bureau for what was supposed to be a three-month stint, 
but stretched to a year. At that time, Michelle McNally, the Ti111es' Director 
of Photography, told Sharrett to go back to school. He had nearly com-
pleted three more semesters when she called him in the fal l of 2011 and 
asked him to work for the Times on contract from January 20 12 through the 
presidential election. 
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"I split my lime between Cap itol 
H ill, the While House, and I spent some 
t11ne with [candidate Mitt l Ro mney; I 
covered the South Caroli na primary," he 
tol d PDN. "That was a blast." 
Stil l four courses shy of graduating, 
'-,harTetl plans to return to WKU in January 
20 I 3, after the Presidential Inauguration. 
I le marb ''traveling with the President and 
having a front row seat to history'' as his 
most exciting chal lenge lo date. 
"Working on staff at the College Heig/Jts 
1-frrald [WKU's student newspaperl pre-
pared me to work in the real world ," he 
\,lid. "Working on deadline and transm il-
t111g from the fie ld are both skills I 
k-c1rned shooting for the I Jerald that I use 
l'verv day. Forming relat ionships with lel -
lo,\ ,tudenrs in the Photojournal ism De-
part ment also provided impirat ion and 
accountability in my personal and profes-
sional life." 
The sky is the limit for Sharrett, 
'' hose ultimate career aspirations are "to 
suve o thers with my photos, wherever I 
m~y end up." 
Above: Wendy Duff man-Abbott of Bristow, Va., plays with her nephew, William 
Scott Duval, 3, at the foot of the grave of Air Force Tech Sgt. Scott Duffman, her 
brother; 1n Section 60 of Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day. May 28, 
20 12. Duffman was kil led in a helicopter crash on Feb. 18, 2007. 1n Afghanistan. 
(Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 
Below: Firefighters work in a neighborhood destroyed by wildfire 1n Colorado 
Springs, Colo., June 29, 2012. (Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 
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The following list of activities is a tentative sched-
ule of Homecoming week events. For an updated 
schedule, visit the Alumni Association website at 
www.alumni.wku.edu/homecoming or con-
tact Ginny Hensley, Director of Alumni Program-
ming, WKU Alumni Association 888-WKU-ALUM, 














"Red, White & WKU!" 
5:00p.m. 
WKU College Heights Boulevard 
to Downtown Bowling Green 
Hosted by the Warren County Alumni Chapter 
Looking for the WKU Spirit? You'll find it here at the 2012 
Homecoming Parade. Community and campus entries are 
welcome. The parade begins at College Heights Boulevard 
at Downing University Center and ends at Fountain Square 
Park in Downtown Bowling Green. Contact Ginny Hensley 
at 270-745-4395 or ginny.hensley@wku.edu. 
Homecoming Concert in the Park 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Fountain Square Park in Downtown Bowling Green 
Bring your lawn chair and enjoy music by Ernie Small Blues 
Band as the 2012 Homecoming Parade makes its way to 
Fountain Square Park. Contact Ginny Hensley at 270-745-
4395 or ginny.hensley@wku.edu. 
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Big Red's Roar 2012 
6:30 p.m. 
Fountain Square Park in Downtown Bowling Green 
Sponsored by Campus Activities Board 
Following the parade and concert, be entertained by the 
Hilltoppers' biggest cheerleaders - the WKU student body1 
The annual Homecoming Pep Rally will get everyone geared 
up for Saturday's Homecoming victory! Contact Kenneth 
Johnson at kenneth.johnson@wku.edu. 
Student Publications Alumni 
Open House 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Adams-Whitaker Building 
Join us and tour our facility to kick off the Homecoming 
weekend. Contact Sherry West at sherry.west@wku.edu. 
Wesley Foundation Open House 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
(Following the parade and Big Red's Roar) 
Wesley Foundation, 1355 College Street 
All students, parents, alumni, friends and supporters of the 
Wesley Foundation are invited to view the facility, learn 
more about our programs and celebrate WKU Homecoming1 
Contact Shea James at 270-842-2880 or 
sheamjames@gmail.com. 
WKU Volleyball Home Game 
vs. Arkansas State 
7:00 p.m. 
Diddle Arena 
Come watch the Hilltoppers take on Arkansas State. 
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center 
Open House 
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Free and open to the public. We will serve refreshments and 
give a tour of our facility. 
Society of African American Alumni 
Memorial Service 
8:00p.m. 
Chandler Memorial Chapel 
Contact Kara Neidell at kara.hogue-neidell@wku.edu. 
Society of African American Alumni 
Homecoming Kickoff Party 
10:00 p.m. 
Par Makers Clubhouse, 1080 Brownslock Road 




Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Omega 
Delta Chapter 40th Anniversary 
9:00a.m. 
University Plaza Hotel 
Sponsored by Zeta Phi Beta, Sorority Inc. 
Omega Delta Chapter 
Join us for our 40th Anniversary activities of the Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, Inc., Omega Delta Chapter. The weekend will 
include group photos, tailgating, rededication ceremony, sis-
terhood breakfast and our annual Dove awards. Contact Tian-
dra Miller-Robinson at teezphib@yahoo.com, Melanie 
amuels-Black at msamuels@fruit.com or LaVette Burnette 
.it avettemb@gmail.com. 
'52 Refrigerator Bowl Team Reunion 
The first football team in WKU's history to reach post-season 
play will hold its annual reunion during Homecoming week-
Pnd. Contact Kara Hogue-Neidell at 270-745-4396 or 
kara.hogue-neidell@wku.edu. 
Kentucky Public Health Association 
Homecoming Celebration 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by Kentucky Public Health Association (KPHA) 
~entucky Public Health Association welcomes all to join 
tf em for burgers. KPHA will also be doing henna and selling 
-shirts and mugs. 
62nd Annual Student Publications 
Homecoming Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. 
Knicely Conference Center 
,tudent Publications welcomes all former College Heights 
IIPra/d and Talisman staff members. A postca rd invitation 
will be sent. Contact Tracy Newton at 270-745-2653. 
WKU Nursing Department Tea: 
Reflecting on the past 50 years -
Committing to the next 50 years 
9:00 a.m. to 11 :00 a.m. 
Academic Complex, first floor lobby 
The WKU Nursing faculty and staff cordially invite WKU 
alumni and friends to celebrate the past 50 years of the De-
partment of Nursing at WKU. Please join us for a nostalgic 
tea featuring our keynote speaker and guided farewell tours. 
Come and learn more about our commitment to the future 
of nursing, including our exciting move in the fall of 2013. 
Contact the WKU School of Nursing at 270-745-3391 . 
Dental Hygiene Alumni and Friends 
9:00a.m. 
Academic Complex, Room 217 
Sponsored by WKU Dental Hygiene 
Science merges with experience and the real world of the 
dental office. Contact the Dental Health office at 
270-745-2427. 
' Chi Theta of Chi Omega Annual 
Homecoming Brunch and 
Housing Corporation Meeting 
10:00a.m. 
Chi Omega House, 1580 Normal Drive 
A light brunch will be served to honor our Chi Omega alum-
nae. Our annual housing corporation meeting wi ll be 
held, along with a chapter update and an activity for 
our actives and alumnae to get to know one another. 
See what Chi Theta of Chi Omega has accomplished 
over the past year! Contact Lauren Moore, Alumni Advisor 
laurenmooreOO@gmail.com, Beth Price Butt, Alumni Advi• 
sor beffey00@aol.com, or Kylah Howard, President Chi Theta 
kylah.howard490@topper.wku.edu. 
Kappa Delta Sorority Homecoming 
Alumnae Brunch and Tailgate 
10:00 a.m. 
Kappa Delta House, 1600 Chestnut Street 
Stop by the house to enjoy a brunch with sisters from all 
pledge classes! You can tour the house, meet our newest 
members and catch up with old friends. Contact Lauren 
Woods at 1auren.woods489@topper.wku.edu. 
2012 Homecoming 
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Alumni W-Club Homecoming 
Brunch & Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 
10:00 a.m. to Noon 
E.A. Diddle Arena Auxillary Gym 
Join the annual W-Club Brunch as we induct new members 
into WKU's Athletic Hall of Fame. Contact Paul Just at 
270-792-4247, paul.just@wku.edu, Bill Edwards at 
bill.edwards@wku.edu, or Kara Neidell at 270-745-4396 or 
kara.hogue-neidell@wku.edu. 
Residence Hall Open Houses 
10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Sponsored by Housing and Residence Life 
Stop by your former residence hall to see how things have 
changed. Contact Peggy Crowe at 270-745-2597. 
Family and Consumer Sciences 
Silent Auction and Brunch 
10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Academic Complex 213 
The FACS Alumni Association will hold a silent auction and 
Brunch. Registration and silent auction begin at 10:00a.m. 
and brunch will begin at 11 :00 a.m. The guest speaker will 
be Dr. Rich Patterson, Assistant Dean of the College of Health 
and Human Services. Ticket information will be announced 
at a later date. Activities will include a quilt raffle. The draw-
ing will be held at the close of Homecoming. Contact Lauri 
F. Warden at lauri.warden@wku.edu or 270-745-4352. 
lmagewest Open House and 
Morning Mixer 
10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Mass Media and Technology Hall, Room 331 
Meet and mingle with the currentteam of ninjas and alumni 
while you check out our latest work! Contact Heather Garcia 
at heather.garcia@wku.edu,www.wku.edu/imagewest or 
270-745-8915. 
Kentucky Public Health Association 
Red, White, and WKU 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Academic Complex 
Join us for education on how to live a healthy life. Contact 
Prachi Chavan at prachi.chavan@wku.edu. 
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College of Education and Behavioral 
Sciences Brunch Reception 
10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Gary A. Ransdell Hall 
Join us for brunch in the new Ransdell Hall. Alumni and 
friends can tour the building and hear the most recent ac-
complishments from all the departments of the CEBS. Con-
tact Cathie Bryant at 270-745-4664 or cathie.bryant@wku.edu. 
Pi Kappa Alpha House 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 
11:00 a.m. 
1328 Center Street 
Contact Adam Rider at adam.rider@wku.edu or 
270-745-6490. 
BSU/BCM Students vs. Alumni Flag 
Football Game and Tailgating 
10:30 a.m. 
Covington Woods Park Playground 
Join us forfellowship and flag football. Contact Tommy John-
son, Campus Minister, at 270-781-3185 or 
thomas.johnson@wku.edu. 
Alpha Delta Pi Sorority 
46th Anniversary 
10:30a.m. 
A DPi House, 163 3 Chestnut Street 
Join us for the alumnae brunch! Contact Faith Edwards at 
faith. ed wa rds57 l@topper.wku.edu 
Society of African American Alumni 
Tailgate Party 
11:00 a.m. 
Enjoy music, food and genuine WKU Spirit all leading up to 
the Homecoming Football game! Contact Kara Neidell at 
kara.hogue-neidell@wku.edu. 
College of Health and Human 
Services Alumni Cookout 
11:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 
Academic Complex, 
Main Entrance Patio Facing South Lawn 
Join us for hamburgers and hotdogs. Visit the CHHS website 
at www.wku.edu/chhs or contact Vashon Wells at 
vashon.wells@wku.edu or 270-745-2425. 
IMREC Sports Alumni 
Homecoming Picnic 
11 :00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 
Sponsored by WKU Intramural-Recreational Sports 
Former employees (students and staff) and their families 
are invited to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Raymond 
B. Preston Health and Activities Center during Homecoming. 
Tour the Preston Center, meet the current staff, renew friend-
ships, share your past experiences with everyone and enjoy 
a little barbeque prior to the game. Contact Steve Rey at 
270-745-6060 or steve.rey@wku.edu. 
School of Journalism & 
Broadcasting Alumni Cookout 
11 :30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
SJ&B Alumni are invited to enjoy lunch on the South Lawn 
with faculty and staff from the following programs: adver-
tising, broadcasting, film, journalism, public relations, pho-
tojournalism and mass communication. Contact Jo-Anne 
Ryan at 270-745-4144 or jo-anne.ryan@wku.edu. 
WKU Volleyball Home Game 
vs. Arkansas Little-Rock 
Noon 
Diddle Arena 
Come watch the Hilltoppers play Arkansas Little-Rock. Con-
tact Travis Hudson at travis.hudson@wku.edu. 
Department of Agriculture Alumni 
Homecoming Luncheon 
Noon 
l.D. Brown Agriculture Exposition Center 
All Department of Agriculture alumni are invited to the an-
nual luncheon. Contact the Department of Agriculture for 
more information or Lorna Inglis at 270-745-3151 or 
I orna. i ngl is@wku.edu. 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Open House 
10:00 a.m. 
SAE House, 300 Alumni Avenue 
Contact Cody Murphy at william.murphy 7l 2@topper.wku.edu 
or 859-420-7272. 
FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS 
Homecoming Tailgating 
Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Various Campus Locations 
The foundation of Homecoming traditions - reuniting with 
friends and fellow alumni! Don't miss your chance to cele-
brate Homecoming 2012 with old friends as you prep for the 
WKU vs. Louisiana-Monroe game . Alumni from across the 
globe will gather at the Festival, which features rows and 
rows of tents representing colleges, departments, student 
organizations, alumni groups and more! 
WKU Alumni Association Tent 
Are you looking for a place to tailgate with fel low WKU 
dlumni and friends? All WKU alumni and friends are invited 
to join the Alumni Association tent. Contact the Alumni As-
sociation at 270-745-4395. 
Spirit Masters Homecoming Tent 
1 :00 -3:00 p.m. -Spirit Master Time 
Located next to the President's Tent. Contact Lucinda 
Anderson at lucinda.anderson@wku.edu or 270-745-5309. 
SIFE Homecoming Tent 
om the SIFE team to celebrate the Homecoming 
festivities. Contact Zach Mattingly at 
, achery.mattingly 7 52@topper. wku.ed u. 
Army ROTC Alumni Tent 
Tate Page Hall Patio 
All ROTC Alumni and friends are invited to visit the tent and 
reunite with past friends and Cadre. Lunch will be provided. 
Contact the department at 270-745-4293 or 
army.rotc@wku.edu. 
Housing and Residence Life 
Tailgating Tent 
Behind the Keown Plaza 
Join us for food and fun, with HRL alumni photos at 1 :30 
p.m. Contact Peggy Crowe at peggy.crowe@wku.edu or 
270-745-2597. 
Ogden College Tent 
Enjoy food and fun with the departments of Ogden College 
of Science and Engineering. Contact Patricia Reynolds at 
patricia.reynolds@wku.edu or 270-745-4449. 
CAB Homecoming Tailgate 
Sponsored by The Campus Activities Board 
Welcome home CABBIES' Look for the CAB Tent on South 
Lawn1 Contact WKU Campus Activities Board at 
wkucab@wku.edu. 
Department of Art Alumni and 
Friends Tailgate "Chill and Grill-In" 
Come and enjoy a hot dogs and brats cookout for friends and 
alumni ofWKU's Department of Art. Contact Brent Oglesbee 
at 270-745-6566. 
Gordon Ford College of 
Business Tent 
Grise Hall 
Enjoy food and drinks with alumni and friends of the Gordon 
Ford Col lege of Business at the annual Homecoming tent 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Contact Kristina Harvey at 
kristina.harvey@wku.edu or 270-745-2279. 
Architectural and Manufacturing 
Sciences Homecoming Bar-B-Que 
Located at Ogden College Homecoming Tent. Contact Dr. 
Keith Sylvester at keith.sylvester@wku.edu. 
Honors College Tailgate 
The Honors College at WKU invites all alumni, family and 
friends for the annual tailgate party. Contact 
honors.events@wku.edu, Rebekah Russell at 
rebekah.russell@wku.edu or 270-745-2081. 
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Pi Kappa Alpha Tent 
Contact Adam Rider at adam.rider@wku.edu. 
Alpha Tau Omega Tent 
Contact Jonathon Tabor at 
jonathan.tabor306@topper.wku.edu. 
Chi Eta Chapter of 
Phi Gamma Delta Tent 
Contact Brad Stephens at 
bradley.stephens@wku.edu. 
Farmhouse Tent 
Contact Blake Lambert at 
blake.lambert463@topper.wku.edu 
or 270-313-4198. 
Delta Tau Delta Tent 
Contact Derek Olive at derek.olive@wku.edu. 
Kappa Alpha Tent 
Contact Parker Jordan Clark at 
jordan .clark3 7 4@topper. wku.ed u 
or 502-523-9136. 
Lambda Chi Alpha Tent 
Contact Cliff Nahm at 270-791-5610 
or cnahm@safeguardtbs.com. 
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Phi Delta Theta Celebration 
Contact Jason Heflin at jason.heflin@gmail.com 
or Charley Pride at charley.pride@wku.edu. 
Sigma Kappa Tent 
Contact Lynn Steller Smith at 859-866-4874 
or lynn.steller@gmail.com. 
Sigma Phi Epsilon Tent 
Contact Mike Hardin 
at mike.w.hardin@gmail.com. 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Tent 
Contact Cody Murphy at 
william.murphy7 l 2@topper.wku.edu 
or 859-420-7272. 
Sigma Chi Fraternity Tent 
Contact Michael Perry at 
michael.perry940@topper.wku.edu. 
Sigma Nu Tent 
Contact Taylor Rousey at 606-706-4370 
or robert.rousey557@topper.wku.edu. 
RED 
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Pi Kappa Alpha Alumni Dinner 
6:30p.m. 
Montana Grille 
Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Contact Adam Rider 
at adam.rider@wku.edu or 270-745-6490. 
2012 Homecoming Step Show 
7:00p.m. 
E.A. Diddle Arena 
Sponsored by The WKU National Pan-Hellenic Council 
After the game, head to Diddle Arena to see step perform-
ances that will astound you! Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 
Contact Kenneth Johnson at kenneth.johnson@wku.edu. 
Phi Delta Theta After Party 
Alumni and active members are welcome to bring a 
guest and join the festivities. Contact Jason Heflin 
at Jason.heflin@gmail.com or Charley Pride at 
charley.pride@wku.edu. 
Society of African American 
Alumni Association 
Old School/New School Part y 
10:00 p.m. 
Knicely Center 
Dance the night away! Enjoy food, fun and create new 





Sponsored by the Tabitha Briggs Memorial 
Scholarship Committee 
11 :00 a.m. -1 :00 p.m. 
Kentucky Museum 
The Gospel Benefit Concert is in honor ofTabitha M. Briggs 
and others impacted by cancer. Tabitha was an engaged 
member of the WKU community, supporting athletic events 
and performing with The Amazing Tones of Joy gospel choir. 
Join us to honor Tabitha and others affected by cancer. 
Contact Ebony Lincoln at ebonylincoln@hotmail.com 
WKU Lady Topper Soccer 
Home Game 
1:00p.m. 
WKU Soccer Complex, 1793 Creason Street 
Cheer on the Lady Toppers as Sun Belt Conference rival North 
Texas visits Bowling Green! For ticket information, contact 
the WKU Ticket Office at 1-800-5-BIG-RED. 
The 16th Annual Jim Wayne Miller 
Celebration of Writing 
2:00 p.m. 
Cherry Hall, Room 12S 
Sponsored by the English Department and 
the Dean of Potter College. 
Ed McClanahan will be reading from his fiction. This reading 
will be preceded by the announcement of first, second and 
third place winners in the fiction workshop conducted by 
Mr. McClanahan earlier in the day, as well as a book signing 
and reception, also in Cherry Hall. This event is free and open 
to the public. Contact Mary Ellen Miller at 
mary.miller@wku.edu or 270-745-5726. 
For More Information 
www.alumni.wku.edu/homecoming 
1F -
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48 I WKU SPIRIT I Fall 2012 
Sep 08 at Alabama 
Sep 1 S at Kentucky 
Sep 22 Southern Mississippi 
Sep 29 at Arkansas State* 
Oct 11 at Troy* 
Oct 20 Louisiana-Monroe * 
Oct 27 at Florida International * 
Nov 01 Middle Tennessee * 
Nov 10 Florida Atlantic* 
Nov 17 at Louisiana-Lafayette * 

















at Florida Atlantic* 
at FIU * 
at Louisiana-Lafayette * 
at ULM * 
South Alabama * 
Troy * 
North Texas * 
at Middle Tennessee * 
Sep 7-8 WKU Tournament 
Sep 11 Lipscomb 
Sep 14-15 Michigan Tournament 
Sep 18 at Belmont 
Sep 21 Troy* 
Sep 22 South Alabama * 
Sep 28 at Louisiana-Lafayette * 
Oct 02 at Middle Tennessee * 
Oct OS at North Texas * 
Oct 07 at ULM * 
Oct 12 FIU * 
Oct 13 Florida Atlantic* 
Oct 19 Arkansas State* 
Oct 20 UALR * 
Oct 26 at FIU * 
Oct 27 at Florida Atlantic * 
Nov 02 at Troy * 
Nov 04 at South Alabama * 















































Get it here! 
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One of the nation's top sculptors, the first African-American student 
to attend classes on the Hill and Kentucky's first World War I flying ace will join 
WKU's Hall of Distinguished Alumni this fall. 
R11Ss Fax011, Margaret 1'vl1111day a11d Victor Stmlm, 111i// be ind11( led d11ri11g WKU's f-lo111ccom111g celebration. 
T/Je 21st class of noted al11m11i u,i/1 be inducted d11ri11g a Ho111eco111i11g Week L1rnc/;eo11 al It , 10 a_ 111 . Oct. 19 11I the S/01111 Co11vmlion Crnter. 
For ticket infonnalion, contact tlie WKU A/11111111Associatio11111 1-888-WKU-ALUNI or go 011/me lo 1111ow.al1111111i wk11ed11/lioda 12. 





LISS raxon, a re nowned 
bronze sculptor who lives 
in Bell Buckle, Tenn , grew 
up in Bowling Green, Ky., 
and earned h is bachelor's degree in 
Art Educatio n from WKU in 1973. 
After graduation and teach ing in 
Nashvil le for two years, Faxon Lrav-
eled to Europe to study and pursue his 
passion for sculpture. In Italy, he 
learned the fine art of hronze casting 
at the Mariani Found1y in Pietrasanta. 
In I 979, he moved to Bell Buckle 
where he established Selah Studio. 
In his work, Faxon concentrates on 
capturing the expression, emotion 
and spirit of the human figure , mod-
eled in c lay and cast in bronze 
th roug h the "lost wax'' ca~ting 
[)rocess . Ranging in size from table 
Hall of Distinguished Alumni 
models to monumental figures , 
faxon's sculptures arc designed fo r 
specific locations, personal interiors 
and public spaces in the Un ited 
States and Euror e. 
Faxon has three works on the 
WKU campus: Robert Guthrie at the 
Guthrie Bell Tower, Coach E.A. Did-
dle at Diddle Arena and the Red Towel 
at Houchens Industries-LT. Smith 
Stad ium. Two additional pieces-
WKU mascot Big Red and tormer 
WKU Alumni As~ociation Director 
Lee Robertson-will soon be added . 
Some of Faxon's other life-size 
hronze scu lptures include Minnie 
Pearl and Roy Acuff al the Ryman 
Auditorium in Nashville, Tenn.; Chet 
Atkins at Bank of America in 
Nashville; John Pemberton, creator 
of Coca-Cola in Atlanta, Ca.; Uncle 
H erschel and Stella at C racker Barrel 
Corp in Lebanon, Tenn.; Gov. Ned 
McWherter in Dresden, Tenn.; John-
son Memorial Plaza at Nashville's 
Belmont University; Bedford County 
Veterans Memoria l in Shclhyvillc, 
Tenn.; and the Korean War Memo-
rial for the State of Tennessee at the 
Legislative Plaza in Nashvil le. 
Faxon has had 26 public com-
missions to date and has exhibited 
his work throughout the United 
States and internationally. He re-
ceived the Ell iot Gantz & Co. 
Foundry Prize at the National Sculp-
ture Society 75th Annual Exhibition 
in 2008 and was inducted into the 
Bowling Green High School _Hall of 
Honor in 1994. 
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Hall of Distinguished Alumni 
M 
argaret Munday, a re-
tired music teacher 
from Auburn, Ky., 
holds a special place in 
WKU's history of divcr~ity as the 
first African-American undergraduate 
~tudent to attend classes on the Hill. 
During a turbulent time fo r 
race relations in America, Munday 
was a pioneer and paved the way 
for other~ to fol low. 
Munday attended Auburn Train-
ing School and Knob City H igh 
School in Russellville, Ky She orig-
inally enrolled at Kentucky State 
College, a historically African-
American school, but wanted to be 
closer to home. 
011 SepL. 15, 1956, after West-
ern Kentucky State College and 




Kentucky's other higher education 
institutions were desegregated, Mun-
day transferred from Kcmucky State 
and enrolled in classes on the I fill. 
Munday, a Mus ic major and 
member of the Western C horus, re -
ceived support and encouragement 
from President Kelly Thompson, 
Librarian Margie Helm and Profes-
sors Ivan Wilson and H.F. McChes-
ney. She successfully pursued her 
bache lor's degree despite the socio-
logical a~pects associated with her 
journey in to uncharted territory 
that ushered in an era of social and 
educational c hange at WKU and in 
the region. 
After her graduation in 1960, 
M und ay taught schoo l at the 
all-b lack Johnstown School in 
O lmstead, Ky In 1964, she became 
t he fi rst black teacher at Auburn 
High School and eventually taught 
at every school in the Logan County, 
Ky., school system. In 1995, she re-
tired after more than 30 years as a 
mu~ic and chorus teacher. 
During her teaching career, Mun-
day received several state and re-
gional music association awards. For 
15 year~, ~he was Director of the 
Union D istrict Youth Choir, whic h 
consisted of members from 32 
churches. In 1999, she was honored 
by WKU's Society of African Ameri-
can Alumni at its Spring Celebra tion. 
She is a member of i\.facedonia 
Baptist C hurch in Auburn, where she 
has played p iano since the age of I 0 . 
B 
rigadier General Victor 
Strahm was an American 
hero, a11 "ace" among World 
War I fighter pilots with five 
aerial victories and helped usher in 
the modern era of aviatio n. 
In 1915, Strahm graduated from 
Western Kentucky State Normal 
School where his father, Franz 
Joseph Strahm, was Director of 
Music. When World War I began, 
Strahm enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Flight Training Program and earned 
his wings in October 19 17. 
During 10 months in France, 
Strah m, who was attached to the 
9 1 ~t Aero Observation Squadron, 
was credited with five victories and 





Hall of Distingu ished Alumni 
awarded the U.S. Distinguished 
Service Cross with Oak Lea~ Cluster, 
U .S. Si lver Star, French Croix de 
Guerre with Gold and Si lver Palms, 
Brit ish Distinguished Flying Cross 
and Ital ian Gold Medal for Valor. 
After the war, he flew a~ a stunt 
pil ot in several war movies, partici-
pated in National Air Races and was 
Chief Test Pil ot at Wright Field in 
Dayton , Ohio. 
At the beginning of World War 
II, St rahm was a Chief Planner for 
the U.S. Ninth Air Force and was 
promoted to Brigadier General in 
1942. Strahm was one of the princi-
pal planners in preparations for the 
0
air ~upport for the 1)-Day landings 
at Normandy on June 6, I 944. 
Strahm received the U.S. Legion 
of Meri t with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
I 
Poli~h Legion of Honor Commenda-
t ion , Companion of the British Em-
pire, French Legion of Honor, World 
War II Victory Medal Commenda-
t ion , European-African-Middle East 
Theatre Ribbon, American Theatre 
Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon 
and Asian-Paci fic Theatre Ribbon 
with two stars. 
Following WWII , Strahm helped 
organ ize the Strategic Air Command 
and served as Commander of the 
33rd Air Division at Tinker Air Force 
Base in Oklahoma City and as Base 
Commander at Barksdale Air Force 
Base in Shreveport, La. He died on 
May 11, 1957. 
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Student's portrait of journalist Anthony Shadid attracts tion of his widow 
W
hen Ebony Ma rsh man hea rd about 
the d eath of fore ign correspondent 
An~ho ny Shadid in Februa~y through 
Twitter, she was su rprised how 
moved she was at the news. 
Marshman, a sen io r Visual Arts s tude nt a t WKU 
and Central H ardi n H ig h School graduate, decided 
to pain t a watercolo r portra it of Shadid 
"] remember this time last year he was k idnapped 
in Libya," she sai d . "I pa int portraits anyway a nd I 
knew there was a show coming up, so I chose to do 
a portrai t of him. I worked from a mi x of photos, no t 
just one ." 
When she completed her portrait, Ma rsh man 
posted a copy o n Twitter, which ~he uses for news 






and networki ng. T h rough a series of retweets , the 
image found its way to N ada Bakri , Shad id's widow. 
Bakri the n tweeted Marshman and as ked for a hard 
copy of the rortrai t 
"l re membe r looking at the tweet and gett ing 
teary eyed because I was surrrised t hat she saw it and 
that she wanted it ," Marsh ma n said . "I told her I 
would be honored to send her the orig inal." 
Marshman sai1 she was surprised a nd moved by 
the attention. "l fee l like a ll my rortra its are rer-
sona l," ~he said "l feel like its purpose is served it 
~omeone wa~ able to appreciate it and be m oved by it, es-
pecially her of all people." 
Knowing that Bakri has see n he r portrait has made her 
a little se lf-co nsc ious about the likeness, "like I could have 
do ne this or shifted som e th ings arou nd to make it look 
mo re like him exactly," she said. "I had to calm myself down. 
She saw something in it that s he recognized ." 
Marshman sa id the piece's title, Portrait of a J\!lc111 with Kind 
Eyes , came from the warmth evident in the two -time Puli tzer 
Prize winner's coverage of the Middle East, most recen tly 
for the New York Ti111es and Wa shington Post. 
Shad id a nd three o th er journal ists were kidnapped in 
March 20 I I in Libya and held for six clays. '' l reme mber 
watch ing the in terview when they re turned from Libya aher 
being kidnapped and out of th e four, he was the paterna l 
o ne ,'' she sa id . 
Bakri li ves in Leba non . She was in the US prom oting 
House of Stone.· A Memoir of Home, Family, ,;nd a Lost Middle East, 
a book Sh adid wrote about h is restoratio n of his great-
g randfather's home in Leba no n . S had id d ied at 43 in Syria 
of an apparent a~thm a attack befo re the book was published . 
Marshman hopes that Bakri's tour will bring her c lose 
e nough fo r them to meet. 
Yvo nne Pe tkus, Associate Professo r of Art at W KU , sa id 
she has been cons iste ntly impressed with Marshman a nd her 
compassio n fo r o t he rs . "This experie nce o f 
through her own creative efforts 
JUSt re info rces the m ental 
fra m ework help( u l fo r a ~ 
future of ma king things ,-C( 
I 
It , 
happen t hroug 1 art, 
connecting 
International Reach 
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Class Notes 
Classno1es e Submit Your Class Note Online www.alumni.wku.edu 
Class Notes is a department that allows WKU Alumni Association members to update fellow classmates on significant accomplishments and 
events in their lives.Annual memberships are $35 for a single or $50 for a joint membership. Lifetime memberships are $700 for a single 
or $1,000 for a joint membership. If you wish to publish announcements in Class Notes, please submit them by mail to WKU Alumni Asso-
ciation, 1906 College Heights Blvd. # 310 I 6, Bowling Green, KY 4210/-/016 or via email at alumni@wku.edu. 
1950s 
Cora Jane 
Spiller ('SO) o f 
Oakla nd, Ky., re-
cently won the 
Downing Environ-
mental Stewa rd-
shi p Award for her 
involvement in the 
Bowling Creen community. 
Martha Jenkins ('S9) of Bowl ing 
Creen, Ky. , has been honored with the 
Jefferson Award for selfless public service 
in the Bowling Crccn area. 
1960s 
Dr. William Lynwood Montell 
('60) of Bowling Creen, Ky., recently pub-
lished a book ti tled Tales from Kmt11cky Shtri}Js. 
Dennis F. Dycus, 
CPA, CFE, CGFM 
('69) of Franklin, Tenn, 
was recently presented 
rhe Wil li.:i n1 R. Snod-
grass Distingui, hed 
Leadership Award at the 
Association of Government Account-
ants' Natio nal Leader~hip Confe n: ncc in 
Washingto n, D .C. 
1970s 
Rev. John Murphy 
Alexander ('70) of Lafayette. La., re-
cently publ ished a hoo k titled Tlie First /11-
a11g11ral Address of President Abmh11111 Li11col11, 
A 1?./Jetorical A11alysis i11 tlir Art of Pers11asio11 
Dr. Bob Hatfield 
('73) \\'lKU Execu-
tive MBA Coordina-
ror .:ind Professor o f 
Ma nagement, o f 
Bowling Creen, Ky., 
was recently se-
lected as the Associate Dean of Graduate 
f>rogram, and Research in the Gordon 
Ford College of Busines, 
Chief Justice 
John D. Minton, 
Jr. ('74, '77) of 
Bowling Creen, Ky, 
hils been re-elected 
to a ~econd term as 
C hief Just ice of the 
Kentllcky Supreme 
Court. The four-year term hegan June 27. 
He was sworn in a, Kentucky's fifth Chief 
Justice o n June 27, 2008, after be ing 
elected to the Supreme Court in 2006. 
Howl ing C.rcen, Ky. native and cycli~t Jeffery Rose 
('91, '03) ha, ,et out to hring the qatc crmsi ng 
record back home to Kentucky. ·1 he record is cur-
renrly held hy a cyclist in Tcnnc,~ee. T here arc two 
r·ea,on, for Ro,e\ ride, to ra1,c awarcncs, and fund, 
ror Barren H eights Christia n Retreat Center and to he 
the fa'>test person tu uo,~ Kcntuckv hy bicyde. 
Col. (Ret.) Bradley 
Freeman ('76) of 
San Antonio, Texas, 
was recently elected 
to serve a; the 4th Re-
g io n President o f rhe 
Associa tion of the 
Uni ted State, Army, a non-profit o rgani-
zation that ,erves as the "voice o f the 
army" a nd ,upports soldiers and thei r 
fami lies. The 4 th region covers Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Loll isiana, ilnd 
has thousands of members in IO chapters 
Charlie 
Johnson ('76) of 
Lou isville, Ky., ac-
cepted a pos ition 
coaching quarter-
back, at Manua l 
High School in 
Louisville, Ky. 
1980s 
Cheri Natcher ('80) of Bowling 
Green, Ky. , ha~ been honored with the 
"Hats Off to Women" Awa rd for her 




WKU r>rofcssor of 
Communicatio ns 
and Director o f the 
Leadership Stlld ies 
f>rogram, of Glas-
gow, Ky., was honored at the Bowling 
G reen Human Rig ht, Commission's 21st 
Annual Women of Ach ievement Awards. 
1980s 
Cathy Hall ('81) of German tow n, 
Tenn., graduated fro m Leadership Mem -
phis, a prc,tigious program that has 
~haped communi ty leaders in the Mem -
ph is area si nce 1979. 
Sheri Henson ('82, '88) of Bowling 
Green, Ky. , has been named Outstanding 
C hapter Advisor for Reta Gamma Sigma. 
Greg Coker 
('86, '89) recently 
published a book ti-
tled Buildi11g Cathe-
drals, The Power of 
P11r/Josr, a busi -
ness/mo t i va tiona I 
book. 
Darron West 
('89) of New York, 
N.Y, recently won a 
Tony Award for Best 
Sound Design of a 
Play for the Broad-




('90) ot Hardstown, 
Ky., recent ly ac-
cepted a po,i tio n as 
l:::xeclltive Vice 
President-Commer-
cial Line of Business 
for the Central Florida Region of Sun-
Trust Bank He has been with SunTrust 
for the pa~t , ix year,. 
Lynn Holland ('93, '95) of Bowli ng 
Creen, Ky., has been honored with the 
"Hats Off to Women" Award for her 







Andre Farhat on 
Sept. 27, 20 1 I , in Waik iki Beach, 
Hawaii. They currently reside in /Vlar~h-
fic ld , Ma~s. 
W ithin the Pinckley family are three generations of 
WKU g radllates. Laverne Craig Pinckley gradu-
ated in 1952 with an A.B. double major in English and 
Histo1y, with an M.A. in 1954 with a major in Edllcation 
and English, a nd received her Rank I in 1969 in Admin-
istration and Supervision. She spent 48 years as a teacher 
and Instructional Supervisor for the Monroe County 
School System. Teena Pinckley graduated in 1976 
with a degree in Elementa1y Educatio n and in 1978 wi th 
an M .A. in Elementary Education with Kinderganen en-
dorsement, and received her Rank 1 in 1981 in Admin-
istration and Supervision. Teena is a staff member at 
WKU. Dr. Pippa Pinckley-Stewart graduated in 
1979 with a 13.S. in Biolof:,'Y with a double major in 
Chemistry and Biophysics. She is a pediatrician at 
Craves Cilbert Cl inic in Bowling Green. Teena's son Barrett Bratton Ray 
Hammer graduated in 200 I with a 8.S. in Financial Planning. Teena'~ daughter 
Brianna La Ann Shar Hammer graduated in 20 IO with a 13.S. in Biology 
and a minor in Chemistry. 
Class Notes 
Dr. James B. Mccaslin ('99, '0 1) 
of Bowling Crecn, Ky., has been named 
Associa te Vice President of Academ ic Af-




'I I) a nd Li nd,ay 
Robin Thoma,, 
both of Bowling 
Creen, Ky. , were 
married on June 
30, 20 12, in W ill iamsbur·g, Va. Lindsay 
is Assistant Athletic Director for Market-
ing at WKU, and David i, a WKU As-
sista nt Men's Basketbal l Coach. 
Mandy Williams ('03) of Iowa C ity, 
Iowa, recently became a Si!lcs Consult-
.int for Cargill in Coralville, Iowa. 
Carol Lee ('04, '07) of l:lowling Green, 
Ky., has been honored with the "Hats Off 
to Women" Award for ht:r achievements in 
the Bowling Green community. 
Sheranda Carol 
Gumm ('OS) of 
Gallatin, Tenn., has 
been awarded the 
Doctor o f Osteo-
pathic Medicine De-
gree from Georgia 
Campus-Philadelphia College o f O,teo-
pathic r\tlcdicine 
Jason Rominger ('06) and h is wife, 
Keri Jo, of Cincinnati , Ohio, recently 
opened a re~tallrant, J\IJs on Main, in Mil-
ford , Ohio . 
Emma Arterburn ('08) of Louisville, 
Ky, is one o i e ight health science students 
who are the first to graduate from the Uni-
versity of Louisvil le's Summer Medical and 
Dental Education Program. 
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C lass Notes 
Lauren Bolton, 
Office Coordi naror 
for Alu m ni Rela -
t ions and Annual 
Civing, and her hus-
band, Joh n , of 
Scottsville, Ky. , an-
nounce the b irth of thei r twin boys, 
Adam Wesley and Andrew Thomas, on 
April 4, 2012. They join b ig brother, 
Caleb , who i~ 21 m o n ths o ld, a nd b ig 
sister Mollie, who is 4 years old. 
Jessica (Mills) 
H effinger ('09, 
' 12) and h usband, 
Josh ( '08), of 
Bowling C reen, Ky. , 
announce the b irth 
of thei r daughter, 
Avery Lynn , o n Dec. 26, 20 1 I. She 
weighed 5 pounds, Vi ounce and wa~ 19 
inc he, lo ng. 
TOPPER BIRTHS 
Ginny Hensley 
('97), W KU Direc-
tor of Programming 
for A lumni, and her 
husband, Drew 
('99), of Bowling 
Green, Ky., an-
nounce the b irth of the ir daughter, Anne 
M ichael, o n June 25, 20 I 2. She joins h ig 
sister, Hope, who is 5 years o ld, and hig 
b rother, Reed, w ho 1s 9 year<; old. 
Matthew 
Krantz ('02) 
and h is w i fe , 
C hri <;ti na, of Lex-
ington, Ky. , an-
nounce the birth of 
their daughter, Tay-
lor Noel, on Sept. 27, 20 I I . S he weighed 
8 poun d<;, 7 ounces a nd was 19 Vi inches 
long. She join<; hig brother, Connor. 
Bobby McDaniel 
('OS) and Rebecca 
(Wieck) McDaniel 
('06) of Lexington, Ky., 
a nnounce the b irth ol their 
daughter, C hris,tine l:liza-
be cl, , on Jan. ~ 2012. She 
weighed 7 pound~, 12 ounces and was 20 
inches long. She joins b ig <;ister, Ashlyn, 
who is 18 months old. 
Destiny (Smith) 
O'Rourke ('OS, '08) 
and her h u <; ba nd, 
Pa t rick , ot How l i ng 
Green , Ky., annou nce 
the birth o f their son, 
Jesse, on Aug. 5 , 20 11. 
He weig hed 7 pounds, 
wa<; 20 ½ inches long. 
On Feb. 27, 2012, the WKU Alumni Association received an emai l from Bill fogelsanger, an avid user of 
metal detectors. While metal detect ing o n a lake 111 Hot Sprmgs Village (Hot Springs, Ark.) he came across 
a WKU class ring from 1964. lt had the initials "TC]" engraved on the side, as well as the B.S. degree logo. 
After an in-d epth search by the WKU re~earch team , we were able to find that the ring belo nged to T erry 
Jones ('64) of Bowling Creen, Ky. Alter contacting Jones, we &,covered that he had lost the ring while 
fishing at the same lake more than 44 years ago! Thanks to Mr. Fogelsanger's ho nesty and integrity, we were 
able to reu nite t he ring with its owner after four decad es. 
Mr. a11d Mrs. Thomas A. Alba11i 
Mrs Sharo11 Gayle A//i5011 
Mrs. I leallm R Boe/mer 
Mr. 11,rd Mrs. A,rdreu, I I. Byers 
Ms Vicki L. Ca111111dy 
Mrs. Teresa Carlson 
Mr. 11,rd Mrs. Joh11 M. Ca mer 
Mrs. Treva M11lelle Davis 
Mr. Dari11 B. Dodd 
Mr. Ramey Allen D011glas 
Ms. Nm,cy Katbleeu R. Dowdy 
Mr. Cl1arles Dab/ Dreu11i11g 
Mr. Cory Drydm 
Mr. a11d Mrs. Dmnd D11Pr,rt 
Ms. Beth Virgmia D111bi11 
Mr a11d Mrs. Leo Eggleto11 
Mr. Paul D. E11gla11d 
Mr. Benja111i11 David Everley 
Mr 011d illrs. Jeffery F Fillma11 
Mr. Christop/m Li11d Gaddis 
Mr. Nathaniel Ja111es GMd11er 
Nlr. mu/ fvlrs. Jolm {) Grrdcr 
Ms Carrie C. Groulx 
Welcome new WKU Alumni Assoc1at1on Lifetime Members. This list includes our 
newest members from Feb. 2012, to Aug. 2012. The WKU Alumni Assoc1at1on sincerely 
thanks its Lifetime Members for their loyalty and dedication to WKU Show your 
Spirit by becoming the newest Lifetime Member of the WKU Alumni A)sooat10nl 
Call 888-WKU-ALUM (888-958-2586) or V1Sit alumni.wku.edu/Jomnow 
Mr. Joey Brenl Joh,r1011 
Mr. TT,omm J. Joyce 
Ms. Denise King Kidder 
Mr. George Ronald Koppel 
Ms. Patricia H. Manni11g 
1vlr. Michael Jm11e5 Marple 
Christa rmd Joe fvliddleto11 
Ms. Demma Lynn Mi/ls 
Mr. James Ed,vc,rd Sclmller 
Mr. Daniel Morga11 SIJ1/)ley 
Mrs. ]11/ie Capps Simmons 
Mr. Kenneth Ray Si1111110,rs 
Mr. and fv1rs Michael Si111ons 
fvls. Caelm Jacly11 Smith 
Mr and Mrs. Fredric Non11a,r Hal1em1el 
Mr Blt,ke Harmon 
Mr. and Mrs. Bria11 Keit/; Mounts 
Mr. Micl1ael L. Payto11 
Mr. John Casey Perkins, Jr. 
Ms. Pamela Napier & i\1r. Joseph Stites 
Ms. Del,bie TT1oma5 Slratlon 
Mrs. Beth Ann Trauqhber 
Mr. John C Upto11 
Mr Seo/I Vowels 
Mr. Derek L. I Iott ell 
Ms. Lee F11nmh Hump/my 
Mr. Do11ald V. lenkms 
Mr. Mark Ross Richey 
Mr and i\,frs. Mark Daniel Rogers 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley A. Savko 
Show your Spirit by becoming a Lifetime Member TODAY! 
Mr. a11d Mrs. Stuart J. Watts 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Joe Williams 
Mr Rnymond L. Willis 
Call 888-WKU-ALUM (888-958-2586) or visit www.alumni.wku.edu/joinnow. 
2000s 
Jessica M artin 
('08) and John 
Carver ( '08), 
both of Bowling 
Creen, Ky., were 
married on May 19, 
2012, al the Knicely 
Con ference Center 
in Bowling Creen. Jessica is the D irec-
tor ol Development tor the College o f 
Education and Behavioral Sciences at 
WKU , a nd John is a C itegory Analyst 
al Fruit of the Loom. 
Josh Pickrell 
( '08) of Louisville, 
Ky., has been pro-
moted to Banking 
Officer by Bil& T 
Bank. 
Emily Althaus 
('09), a Louisvi lle, 
Ky. , nat ive made 
her Broadway cast 
d e lx 1t June 14 with 
the open ing of the 
reviva l of llarvey. 
2010s 
Scottie Ellis 
(' I I) of Hender-
son, Ky. , has joined 
Cut h r i e / Mayes 
Public Re la tions as 
an A~sistanl Ac-
count Manager. 
Bobby Rainey ( ' 11) of Griffin, Ca., 
recently accepted a professional con-
tract to p lay footbal l for the Baltimore 
Ravens. 
Michael Miller 
( ' 12) of New Cas• 
tie , Ky., wi ll begin 
a year of ~ervice 
wi th Amer iCorps 
in New Orlcam, 
I.a., th i~ fall. 
Friends & Faculty 
Ometha Doss, WKU Financial Aid As-
sociate, has been honored wi th the "Hat<; 
Off Lo Women" Award for her achieve-





raph y and Head of 
the Departmen t of 
Geography and 
Geology, has been 
Susan Jones, WKU Professor of 
N ursi ng, wa~ recently named to the 
board of d irecrors for Ch ristian Care 
Communities. 
appointed the o rth American Edi tor 
for the ./011nwl of Gwgm/1hy. 
Submit Your Class Note Online 
www alumni wku edu 
SAVE THE DATE! 
BUSINESS UNIVERSITY REUNION 
APRIL 5-6, 2013 
For more information contact Kristina Harvey 
at kristina.harvey@wku.edu or 270-745-2279. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LEE ROBERTSON! 
On June 16, 20 12 , WKU welcomed more than 400 
a lu mni a nd friends to campus to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of former Alumni Association F:xecL1t ive 
D irector Lee Robertson. In his 62 years of serv-
ice lo W KU, Lee has impacted thousa nds of lives 
and means so much to the Hilltopper Family. Fol-
lowi ng comments by fa m ily and friends, Lee was 
p resented a memory book of b irthday messages, and 
he is being honored with a LribL1te in the Augenstein 
Alum ni Center 
Happy Birthday, Mr. Westem, and thauk you for your dedicalio" to your alma maier! . 
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I 
n 1924, a clever sp irit-
bui lding exercise turned 
a Frank li n, Ky., freshman 
into the author of 
WKU's school song. Engl ish 
teacher Macon A. Leiper 
asked his class lo write poems 
thaL, when set lo music, could 
be e ntered in a contesL to se-
lect a co llege anthem. All 
COLLEGE I-IEIGHTS 
MARY FRANCES BRADLEY 
three finalists submitted verse~ with WKU's hilltop cam-
pus in mind- each included Colleg1, fleigbts in the title-
but Mary Frances Bradley's lyri c~, se t to a melody 
composed by her father, earned first prize. Introduced at 
a chapel as~embly on March 12, 1925, (ollege Heights has 
Mary Frances Bradley 
been a mus ical fi xture of WKU 
celebrations and ceremonial occa-
sions ever since. 
But Mary Frances Bradley and 
her classmates were by no means 
the fir~l or last fr iends of WKU to 
proclaim their devotion lo their 
alma mater in song. 
62 I WKU SPIRIT I Fall 2012 
Mu~ic had accompanied the move LO the Hill and the 
long-awaited opening of Van Meter Hall at what was then 
the Western Ke ntucky State Norma l School. Newly 
h ired music director Franz J. SLrahm composed the Ken-
tucky State Nonna/ March to inaugurate the new era. Played 
Lo loud c heering at open ing exercises in Van Meter Au-
ditorium on Sept. 12, 191 I , the Normal Milrch was later 
augmen ted with lyrics for use at Homecoming. 
Songs in praise of WKU have sometimes borrowed 
the melodic~ of popular commercial tunes. In the 1920s, 
boosters transformed the Broadway ditty Yes, We Have No 
Bm1n11as into both a freshman 
pep ~ong called Yes! We llllve 
No Ho111esickness and an an-
them of solidarity titled Yes, 
We Are From Western . The 
World War I-e ra It's 11 Lo11g 
Wny to TiPf>ernry bec:ime The 
Rond to Western, and The 13attle 
f-lyn111 of the Re/>11blic supplied 
the melody fo r an equally 
glorious ode to the progress 
of education on the Hill . 
I KENTUCKY STATE f:tORMAL MARCH 
l 'U.\'VZ ,t, S1·1t.\.Ill"l 
College He,gl,ts ha\ been featured at com mencement 
since 1929, but for much of the 1930s and 1940s i r shared 
the spotlight with The Red anil the Cray, a tribute penned 
by Bessie Swartz Cherry, sister-in- law of President H enry 
Hardin Cherry. Also ~aluting red and gray (the school 
colors prior to the offic ial adoption of red and white in 
1956) was WK Li's fight ~ong, St1111d Up 1111d Cheer. T hough 
introduced to campus by Music Professor D. West 
Richards in 1934, Stand Up a11d Cheer has uncertain origins; 
arrangements of the rousing tune had already been used 
elsewhere incluclino at Columbia Uni versity and , t'> 
Louisville's duPon t Manual High School. 
Yet another member of the Music Department, Ed -
ward A. Knob, tried his hand at a fight song in 1962. Go 
Toppers foretold the name of WKU'~ mascot when it called 
on "Big Red" to "really fight and score." But it was not long 
after the introduction in 1979 of the school's best known 
cheerleader that Big Red got his own anthem. On Feb. 
21, 1981 , WKU sophomore Jim Holton performed Big Red 
Boogie during halftime at a basketball game. With the en-
couragement of the cheerleading squad and Big Red him-
self, the crowd quickly warmed to the heal and to the 
chorus: "Co Big Red!" Local radio stations aired the tune, 
and fans could soon buy a copy on a 45 r.p.m. record. 
It'~ no surprise that WKU -i nspired songs have now 
entered the video era . In summer 2003 , President Cary 
A. Ransdel l encouraged graduate studen t Mark Mcll oa n 
Jim Holton, Big Red and the WKU cheerleaders intro-
duced Big Red Boogie at a basketball game in 198 1. 
(WKU Archives) 
WKU Momcnl in History 
Mary Frances Bradley and President Dero Downing (at right) 
observed the singing of College Heights at a 1974 Home-
coming tribute. Uames Henry Snider photo,WKU Archives) 
to record his composition, l-ligh 011 a llilltop, a t ribute to 
the legacy of Coach E. A. D iddle The result, screened 
on the scoreboard of D idd le Arena on Nov. 29, combined 
studio and historic footage with the talents of WKU 
music alum ni such as Larnelle Harris, Beegie Adair and 
the Amazi ng Tones of Joy. 
From marches and hymns to adaptat ions, novelty 
tunes and professional mu lti-media productions, the 
pages o f WK Li's songbook continue to grow. Not every 
entry may enjoy the longevity of College 1-le,ghts but all at-
test to Lhe creativity that the WKU Spirit brings f onh 
ln Mem o riam 
We pay tnlmte to members oj the WKU family who have passed away. 
Mr Ruhut Ardu.:1, '8:J. 
Mrs Mane (hnn) Amey, 15.\ ':i8 
Mr. Joseph Auciello, '43 llU 
Mr Robert Baird 
Mr Jakl' Barnard 
Mrs. Lavern Beam 
Mrs. Melva (Young) BirkhedJ, '66 
Mr I arry Blalock, '60 
Mr. David Blythe, 'n 
Mr William Bogdan, '51 
Mr Taylor Boles 
Mr. John llroome 
Ms. Mary (Thomas) Buch, '47 
Mrs. Carolyn (Page) Campbell, '60 
Mr. James Canamore, '74 
Mr. Wdlter Chapman, '47 
Mr Fredrick Clark, '67, Faculty 
Mrs. Kathleen Cockrill 
Mr Whaylon Coleman, '70, '73 
Mrs. Laune (McLean) [Jern,er 
Mr Meryk Elftrmmn, '6~ 
Mr Bcdf,ml hters, •~8 
Mr Charles Everet l 
Ms. Betty (Recd) lloyd, '48, BU 
Dr. Marion Freano 
Mr R~y Ganison, '42 
Mr Jerry Creer, '81 
Mr (,ary <,rubbs 
Ms. Mc,issa Haynes, '90, '91 
Mr. John I lughes, '~,8 '61, '63 
Mr. PJtrick Jackson, '78 
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Mrs 1-velyn Knicely 
Ms Rachel I .indscy, '02 
Mr Harold Marion, '63 
Mr. f lcnry Massalon 
Mrs. Chana McGinnis 
Mrs Dorothy MerbitL 
Mr Chester Montgomery, '59, '65 
Mr. Marion Morgan, '57 
Mrs Laura (Salt) Morris, '41 
M, I ienry Page, '92 
Mr David Patterson, '71 
Ms Polly Payne, '79, 'So 
Mr·. Hugh Phillips, Faculty 
Mr. Farris Picrn:, 188 
Mr. Alfred Plcasonton 
Mr. Larry Raymer 
Mr. Zeb Ricketts, '63, 168 
Mr l:dward Rockett, '49, BU 
Mr. Robert Roeder, '68 
Mrs. Ndncy Rogers 
Dr. I.en Shirrdl, '48 
Dr Rohen Sleamake•, '46, '48, I acuity 
(Jrene "fabh, '53 
Ms. Donna Thompson, '84 
Mr JocTtn,kv, 181, '82, '91 
Mr Ho111e1 'lrdcy, '7o 
Mr Robert Weatfu:rspoon, '78 
Mr b111t: We<ld111g, '4'7 
Ms. leresa Wt 11s, '05 
M r. Terry Wix, '86 
Name 
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This Is Our 
Alumni Center. 
We are the foundation of the WKU Alumni Association. The new Augenstein 
Alumni Center will create a place for us, as members, to call home. Constructed 
as one of the premier alumni centers in the country, the Augenstein Alumni 
Center will provide a remarkable venue for us to gather and continue to embrace 
the rich tradition that 1s WKU. It 1s every WKU Alumni Association member's 
responsibility to not only support their new center financially, but also through 
promoting ,ts greatness and successes. 
The Augenstein Center, which will open its doors in 2013, will be a cornerstone 
to WKU's success and a place for alumni and future WKU alumni to gather for 
decades to come. 
You are WKU and this is Your Center. 
AUGENSTEIN 
ALUMNI CENTER__ 
J Easy ways to Give and Be a Part of History 
• www.wku.edu/makeag1ft 
• 1-888-WKU·ALUM 
• WKU Alumni Association 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #31016 
Bowling Green. KY 42101 
Roger Casalengo 
VP Human Resources I Morgans Hotel Group 
New York, NY I WKU Class of '91 
